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Introduction

he Jordan Valley is the eastern strip of the West Bank which stretches
Talong the Dead Sea in the south, to the Beisan crossing in the north,
from the Jordan River in the east, 15 kilometers westward. This area is
approximately 28.5% of the overall West Bank and includes over 58,000
Palestinians and 11,679 settlers. The fertile land allows for massive
agricultural development, but since 1967 has been monopolized by the
31 settlements and 7 outposts in the area. This area used to be home to
over 200,000 Palestinians and was the agricultural breadbasket of the
West Bank, but due to large call ethnic cleansing and large scale land ex-
propriation, the area’s population dropped to around 15,000 in a matter
of weeks after the war.

Following the signing of the Oslo Accords in the early 1990s, 95% of the
Jordan Valley was declared Area C or closed natural reserves. This means
that the Palestinian Authority only has autonomy in 5% of the Jordan
Valley and Palestinians are only able to develop 5% without needing a
permit from the Israeli Civil Administration. Since the outbreak of the
second Intifada in September 2000, the area has seen strict enforcement
of restrictions on all facets of life. This includes land and water access, as
well as movement restrictions to and from the Jordan Valley.?

Recently, MA’AN partnered with World Vision to conduct a project
geared towards youth in the Jordan Valley. This project included giv-
ing a media training to 30 youth by one of Palestine’s most well known



photographers, Fadi Arouri. After the media training, 12 youth were selected to
receive a camera and participate in the full project. For the following three weeks,
they spent between four to eight hours in the field taking photographs and learn-
ing about the areas they were photographing in the Jordan Valley.

This publication is a collection of the photos taken during this project. The photos
are organized by topic and many of the photos will be accompanied with a descrip-
tion of the photo by the Palestinian youth who took the photo. The main sections
were chosen after reviewing the photos and were the most prominent themes
throughout. The sections are agriculture, water, herding, landscape, and social life/
random. This is not surprising given that all photos were taken in the Jordan Valley
and were meant to reflect the youths’ lives. Each section will also have an intro-
duction discussing the topic and its importance for the Jordan Valley.

1- For more information see MA’AN Development Center Parallel Realities 2012 and Uprooted
Livelihoods 2013
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Ahmad N

"I will not be a farmer in the future, because | am ambitious towards building a career in an alternative
area. But | see in every farmer in the Jordan Valley a great struggle towards cultivating their lands with
dignity against the occupation. Al-Auja is my village, where agricultural work has slowly declined due to
the loss of access to water from the local spring. This has effected farmers from cultivating thousands of
dunums of land. There is no doubt, the occupation is working towards systematically displacing us."



Abeer

"The government should support
Palestinian farmers in the Jordan Valley
because they are resilient in maintaining
a presence on their land and standing
firm against all adversities."












"I come from village where the local community is primarily engaged in agricultural work, and |
understand what it means to be the son of a farmer who has spent his entire life working hard using
his bare hands. Nonetheless, there is no sustainable income because the farmers in the Jordan Valley
have restricted access to water and agricultural material. Therefore, we are forced to work in Israeli

settlements instead. "


















"I love to take pictures of agricultural
landscapes and sceneries that are close
to my home. We don’t have land to

plant so most of us here work in the
settlements. If we had access to our lands
we would cultivate them with joy."
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Muhammad M.

"Agriculture is the main vein of the livelihoods of Palestinian communities across the Jordan Valley.
Farmers work hard through the day and lose out on building sustainable livelihoods through low
market prices of fresh produce. See through my pictures the impact of the occupation and how it
effects the Palestinian farmers. "



Waseem

"I would like to share my pictures about Khazouq
Musa area, which is a fertile agricultural space.

Our ancestors have planted and tended to this land
for decades, and more recently due to the lack of
water the land has lost its fertility. And only a small
percentage of the land is now arable. | hope that one
day we will be able to cultivate the entire land once
again as it will provide opportunities for the youth
and will help create income for the community. "
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Herding






Maryam:

“In Fasayal village, the local communities are comprised of herders, however the mountains that
surround the area are dry. This means that shepherds struggle in taking their animals to graze. The
people of Fasayal are forced to buy fodder and expensive feed for the livestock. This is why | want to
press this issue from my village."



Muhammad A:

“Animal herding is the most important resource for income for families in Jiftlik, and this is why the
government should support the local herding communities. The occupation prevents herders from
accessing land with their livestock and continue to declare the area as closed military zones and

provide security for the settlements.”
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Water










"Water is a key resource for the MarjNa'ajeh village. We were formerly used to drinking salt water from
a local well. Recently, we have a new water network however the amount of water that is accessible is
not sufficient for the needs of the community. "









Social and Public
Life
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"The village of Zbeidat is the most crowded throughout thisthe area, this is due to the lack
of building permits allocated to the community. There is no playground for the youth nor
are there any community spaces for children and families. There are narrow roads with poor
infrastructure that navigate around septic tanks with no proper framework for drainage.
While, we love life and hope that conditions will improve in our village, we face a lack of
opportunities and abilities to enhance the situation in our village. "
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"The village of Fasayal is dried out and poor
because of the little amount of water that is
given to us by the Israeli water company. |
was able to visit Israel and | saw that all the
neighborhoods are green and water is easily
accessible to Israelis. So, | ask why are we
deprived from accessing water? Why do they
steal water and sell it to us? "
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“A picture illustrating the disparity between Israeli and Palestinian communities in terms of water use, captured by Maryam’s camera”.









Landscape




Landscape



"What is most beautiful about the Jordan Valley is its nature and especially in both spring
and winter seasons. The scenery is breathtaking, from the valleys to the mountains. But
unfortunately the occupation controls all of the Jordan Valley and therefore | can only enjoy it

through photography.”






Ahmad N:

"I enjoy photography and in particular taking pictures
of the valleys, mountains and the sky filled with clouds. |
like to take a lot of pictures that feature our nature from
the area, I like to document this nature scenery in the
Jordan Valley because everything will change in a few
years. And people should see what the area used to be
and document how it is changing slowly. "
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