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MA’AN’s Jordan Valley Monthly Update
MA’AN’s monthly updates are not intended to be a news source, but instead 

offer information that is relevant or underreported in the region. 
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Photo is of a beneficiary from our solar panel project in the Palestinian community of Ras al-Auja

Demolitions in Jiftlik

On 22 November, 2013, Israeli military and 
Civil Administration officials arrived at the 
community of Jiftlik and demolished three 
houses in three different parts of the village. 
The Israelis claimed these houses were illegally 
built because permits for their construction 
were not acquired from the Israeli Civil 
Administration.

Development of a New Settlement in the 
Northern Jordan Valley

In October of this year, a settler was killed in 
an area called Brosh HaBika. The settler had 
purchased land from the state in order to create 
a touristic attraction but funding fell through. 
After his death, settler students and other 

settlers decided to populate the settlement with 
the idea of possibly expanding it in the future. 
The students are from a settlement located 3 
kilometers north called Shadmot Mehola and 
have been staying at the small hotel in Brosh 
HaBika.

Electricity Cuts in Jiftlik

In the early morning of 18 November, 2013, 
the main generator for the village of Jiftlik was 
turned off by the Israeli electric company due 
to non-payment. The cutting of electricity left 
over 2,000 people and 30,000 dunums of fertile 
agricultural land without water. Fortunately, 
residents of the community organized and 
forcibly reconnected the generator preventing 
the agricultural fields from drying out.
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Stop-Work Orders given to Six Families in 
the Village of Bardala

In the afternoon of 18 November, 2013, 
Israeli Civil Administration officials delivered 
stop-work orders to six different families in 
the village of Bardala. Currently the families 
are building houses and structures, and the 
Civil Administration claims these structures 
are built in Area C without permits. If 
the families continue to build, the Israeli 
authorities will issue a demolition order for 
these structures.

Tammoun Resident Charged over 5,000NIS 
for Transporting Humanitarian Goods

During the middle of September, Israeli 
authorities completely destroyed the 
community of Makhoul. In the following days, 
various INGOs and diplomats attempted to 
bring goods to the community. A Tammoun 
resident assisted in these efforts and in the 
process had his truck confiscated until the 
third week of November. He was able to pick 
up his truck from the impound but was forced 
to pay 5,171NIS to the Israeli impound to get 
his truck back.

MA’AN’s Work in the Jordan Valley

Increasing Economic 
Capabilities of Herders in Ras 
al-Auja

November saw the completion 
of a project in the community of 
Ras al-Auja. With gracious funding 
from Kadoorie, MA’AN was able 
to purchase and install 20 large 
solar panels for 20 families in 
the community. They are to be 
used for lights and to power a 
refrigerator so residents can keep 
the cheese coming from their 
goats properly cooled. This will 
allow them to keep their options 
open when selling the cheese to 
merchants. Palestinian and settler 

merchants in the area have been exploiting the 
community for their inability to properly cool 
the cheese and in the process the community 
has been further impoverished.

The community of Ras al-Auja is not allowed 
to connect to electricity or a water network 
because the State of Israel does not recognize 
the village. Although they have water pipes and 
electrical lines running through their village, 
these are for the settlements in the area and 
remain inaccessible for the residents of  Ras 
al-Auja.

Expanding Export Capabilities of Date 
Farmers in the Jordan Valley

MA’AN, with funding from the Association 
of France-Palestine Solidarity, was able 
to construct a large refrigerator for the 
community of Marj Ghazal in the central 
Jordan Valley. This refrigerator will be used 
to cool dates grown in the village. This allows 
the farmers to sell their produce year round 
instead of just during the normal date season, 
October to December. This also opens up 
the possibility for these farmers to be able to 
export their dates in the future.


