MAAN Development Center

Volume | |Number v

MA’AN’s Jordan Valley Monthly Update

MA’AN’s monthly updates are not intended to be a news source, but instead
offer information that is relevant or underreported in the region.
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Continued Demolitions in Makhoul

Despite the Israeli High Court of Justice’s
injunction against demolitions in Makhoul, the
Israeli army has demolished structures built
by solidarity volunteers twice this month. The
structures were built by MA’AN employees and
volunteers to provide shelter and support to
the Makhoul families who are being forcefully
displaced and by virtue made extremely
vulnerable in their current context.

Evacuation Orders Given to Families in al-
Burg, al-Meiteh, and Hammamat al-Maleh

Nine families from the communities of al-
Burg, al-Meiteh, and Hammamat al-Maleh
were summoned with orders from the Israeli
Civil Administration stipulating that they must
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evacuate the area for 24-72 hours, depending
on their location. It should be noted that the
orders were simultaneous to the largely festive
and celebrate Muslim holiday of Eid-Al-Adha.
Here, the Tubas Governorate entered into
dialogue with the Israeli Civil Administration
and helped facilitate the return of the families
post their evacuation.?

Ibzig’s Evacuation Orders

In the context of Ibzig, the entire community
was presented with a two-day evacuation
order by the Israeli Civil Administration during
the Muslim holiday of Eid-Al-Adha. A total of
17 families responded to the orders and were
forced to spend the holiday with extended



family in nearby areas. And while common
practice on part of the Israeli army, it is a means
of on-going harassment and intimidation
towards sedentary herding communities.

On-going Settlement Expansion

The settlement of Na’ama, situated East of
Jericho, has further expanded Northwards
towards the Palestinian village of Al-Auja. As
reported in our September newsletter, the
Na’ama settlement has grown in population an
approximate 40% over the past six years and an
approximate 50 dunums in territory.?

MA’AN’s Work in the Jordan Valley

Mobilizing Youth Communities in areas of
Advocacy and Rights

MA’AN’s project, Jordan Valley: Through my
Eyes, funded by World Vision has successfully
come to a close. The project involved giving
media training to 30 youth participants and
then selecting 12 participants who were granted
digital cameras. Here, the recipients received
further hands-on training with a professional
photographer who conducted various technical
training across the Jordan Valley.

Participants were also taught how to use
applications such as Photoshop and social
media tools like Facebook in order to edit and
share their photos with each other and for
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outreach purposes. The project concluded
itself during the second week of October. The
youth participants maintained ownership of the
cameras to continue to develop and capture
their narratives via photography.

Increasing Employability and Lowering
Unemployment among Youth in the Jordan
Valley

MA’AN, in coordination with Save the Children
successfully conducted a TVET based job

fair for eight of the youth clubs we have

been continuously worked with. In total, an
approximate 250 youth participated in the

job fair and were able to meet prospective
employers to give them their CV’s with further
opportunities to network. The job fair was
conducted in collaboration with the Ministry
of Labor in Jericho and the local Employment
Council. A total of 12 companies, working in
both private and public sector were present at
the job fair.

Working with Disempowered Communities
across the Jordan Valley

MA’AN’s new project, Deprived Families
Economic Empowerment, funded by the UNDP-
DEEP has officially began its operations. As
the first phase of the project an initial needs
assessments have already been conducted

in the Jordan Valley. This includes meeting
with prospective families who will receive
small grants to start a small-scare business
projects. The project targets marginalized and
impoverished families across the Jordan Valley
in the interest of sustainability and livelihoods.

(Endnotes)

1 WAFA News Israel Orders Jordan Valley Families
to Leave Homes on Eid Day

2 For more information please see MA'’AN Devel-
opment Center Cultivating Dispossession 2013
pg. 25



