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Between 25,000-30,000 Bedouins live in
the West Bank and around 15,000 of them
live in the Jordan Valley meaning the region
is home to between 50 and 60 percent of
Bedouin in the Occupied territories.

The Bedouin
of Palestine

There are 6 main Bedouin tribes in the
West Bank, Sariaa, Jahaleen, Kaabneh, Al
Rashaydeh, Al Azazmeh, and Al Ramadeen
Only one third of West Bank Bedouin are
connected to a permanent electrical source,
the others rely on small and expensive
generators.
Per-capita water consumption is 15 litres
per-day for Bedouin compared to 35 litres
per-day in other rural villages and 65 - 70
litres in urban areas.1

(1) UNDP - Fast Facts
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Background
Approximately 15,000 Palestinian Bedouin
live in the Jordan Valley. A community of
tribes linked by common history, culture,
ancestral bloodline, and lifestyle, the
Bedouin are a semi nomadic herding
people and are core to Palestinian tradition
and culture having roamed the land for
thousands of years. Living in traditional tents
made of goats’ hair and moving across the
land rearing livestock and producing goods
such as cheese and milk the Bedouin were
very adept at coping in hostile environment.
Their survival has always been dependant
upon locating in areas rich in natural
resources with water and grazing land,
migrating to hillsides in the summer and
back down to the valleys in early winter.
Running to the west of the Jordan River,
from the Dead Sea up to Bardala in the
north and inwards to the mountains of the
West Bank, across some 2400 km2 (almost
one third of the land mass of the West
Bank), the Jordan Valley, should provide
ample opportunity for the Bedouin to flourish
and retain their traditional way of life. The
region’s abundance of fertile land, warm
weather, abundant water sources and
natural beauty also mean it has a rich
potential for agriculture and tourism. This
key geopolitical significance has
however placed it on the front line of
the Israeli Occupation. Through the
creation of settlements, nature
reserves and closed military zones,
Israel now controls around 95 per
cent of the region.

The Palestinian Authority only
controls 0.5 per cent (11km2) of the
Jordan Valley. The rest of the valley,
which encompassing all the Bedouin
communities, is controlled by the
Israeli occupation.

mainly in Area C, which comprises 89% of
the Jordan Valley living conditions are dire.
This is especially the case for Jordan Valley
Bedouin who live in third world conditions.
Their need to graze cattle and sheep
has meant they have historically lived a
sheltered life away from urban and built up
areas. As Area C communities are denied
room for population expansion and most of
their water resources and arable land has
been confiscated by IOF, the Bedouin who
survive of the land and for whom freedom of
movement is integral to their way of life and
existence, face severe consequences. The
current pattern is one of displacing Bedouin
out of their rural predominantly Area C lands
- which Israel deems strategically important
for its expansionist / colonisation projects
– and forcing them to resettle in sedentary
communities, thus losing their traditional way
of life.
In short, displacement of Jordan Valley
Bedouin poses an existential threat to an
entire socio-cultural
group.

In addition, despite the area’s
agricultural significance,
displacement pressures have
resulted in a highly urbanised
population: 65 per cent of
residents live in Jericho
and its surroundings. For
those who live in the
predominantly rural areas
of the Jordan Valley,
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Past and
present

Status of indigenous persons
The Bedouin of Palestine share the
overarching vulnerabilities of indigenous
peoples across the world as the Israeli
occupation is trying to forcibly assimilate
the Bedouin into sedentary communities
thus destroying thousands of years of
culture and tradition.
…those which having a historical continuity
with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies
that developed on their territories, consider
themselves distinct from other sectors
of societies now prevailing in those
territories, or parts of them. They form at
present non-dominant sectors of society
and are determined to preserve, develop,
and transmit to future generations their
ancestral territories, and their ethnic
identity, as the basis of their continued
existence as peoples, in accordance
with their own cultural patterns, social
institutions and legal systems.2
While all Palestinians are indigenous to
historic Palestine, Bedouin require special
attention and protection to preserve
their unique socio-ethnic status within
Palestinian society.

(2) The working definition of indigenous peoples adopted by the UN Working Group
on Indigenous Populations (in 1986).
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As for all Palestinians, the last century has
been a history of continued displacement
for the Bedouin tribes currently living in the
Jordan Valley. Originating from Beer Al Sabe’
Palestine’s Bedouin were driven out of the
region by Zionist forces in October 1948,
resettling inland across the West Bank. Today
they are mainly spread throughout the West
Bank from the Southern Hebron hills to the
northern Jordan Valley, an area known as the
Bedouin Belt.
The historical bread basket of Palestine life in
the Jordan Valley flourished during Jordanian
rule (1948-1967). There was a greater
development of agriculture and Jordan Valley
crops were sold across the region. Under this
traditional structure, many landowners lived
in towns outside the region, coming to the
area during the farming season (6-9 months)
while the Bedouin and other herders migrated
seasonally down from the mountains to
cultivate lands to the west of the valley.
The advent of the 1967 occupation however
saw secondary displacement for the Bedouin
of Palestine. More tribes were forced into
the Jordan Valley along with other displaced
Palestinians and massive restrictions were
imposed on their freedom of movement as
the region became highly militarised and
settlements were established. These factors
have all combined to limit the Bedouin’s ability
to find pastures and water for their herds and to
displace them from the land.
The Oslo Accords were catastrophic for
the Jordan Valley Bedouin. With the vast
majority of Jordan Valley land becoming Area
C, Israel continued to do as it pleased and
its subsequent annexation of the region and
control of the Israeli Civil Administration over
the Jordan Valley has effectively left Bedouin
unrecognised, treated as if they are ‘illegal’
on their own lands. Nor do many Bedouin in
the Jordan Valley benefit from humanitarian
assistance. Although refugees, and thus
eligible for UNRWA support, significant

Bedouin tribes in the Jordan
Valley
The Abu ‘Abd Hamad at-Turkman
tribe live in the northern Jordan Valley
in the Jenin District
The ‘Arab al ‘Ajajira and al Masa’id
live near Jiftlik village
The ‘Arab ar-Rashaydeh tribe lives
around ‘Ayn Duyouk and ‘Ayn asSultan north east of Jericho
The ‘Arab al Ka’abneh tribe lives
in Jericho and the rural areas of the
Jordan Valley.
Finally, the ‘Arab Jahalin used to live
in the southern Jordan Valley before
displacement.
During the summer some families will
seasonally migrate to other rural areas.
Source: “The Arab Jahalin: from the
Nakba to the Wall”,
Palestinian Grassroots Anti-Apartheid
Campaign, April 2008

numbers of Bedouin, suspicious of the
organisation and potential limitations it may
have posed to their right to return, did not
register as such.
Unprotected and largely ignored, the
Bedouin of the Jordan Valley have been
living a process of de-development that also
undermines their indigenous identity. Today
large Bedouin families find themselves
crammed into overcrowded shelters made of
metal, scrap wood and old containers, in some
cases forced to live in the same dwellings as
their animals unconnected to water, electricity
and sewerage networks.
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Movement
and access
restrictions
Hamra checkpoint

The Bedouin of the Jordan Valley
have seen their freedom of movement
and right to maintain their indigenous
livelihood gravely restricted by a matrix
of restrictions. Already geographically
marginalised, living in areas without
proper access by road, the Bedouin are
further isolated by checkpoints, permits
and restricted roads severing them from
essential services and markets upon
which they depend for income generation.
This is a far cry from the years prior to
1967 when herding communities were
even able to enter Jordan and make use
of the land to the east of the River.

‘Everyone
has the right
to freedom of
movement and
residence within
the borders of
each state.’
Article 13, Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights
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Strategically placed checkpoints have
split the Jordan Valley into three separate
areas and Palestinians who are not
registered as Jordan Valley residents
and who hold West Bank Identity
cards may only enter the Jordan Valley
as pedestrians (Palestinian plated
cars require permits that are almost
impossible to obtain). Although a spate of
intensive advocacy helped garner slight
improvements in movement and access
in April 2007, it has not been enough
to reverse the effects of closures and
resulting impoverishment. The Bedouin,
for whom freedom of movement to roam
the land and herd their flocks is essential,
are the most adversely affected.

CLASSIFICATION
UNDER OSLO
ACCORDS

COMMUNITIES

Area A

• Jericho
• Al Auja

Area B

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ein Al-Beida
Bardala
Fayasal
Marj Na’jeh
Zubeidat
Nassareyyeh

LAND
AREA

85 km2

50 km2

PERCENTAGE
OF TOTAL
LAND AREA

DISPLACEMENT PRESSURES

7%

-Overcrowding as building must
occur within confines of Area A
-Controlled entry and exit to city
and inability to see relatives in
nearby communities

4%

-communities located in closed
military areas pose serious
protection threats to residents
including UXO, military
incursions and live fire
-homes can be demolished
under “security” pretext
-communities unable to expand

89%

-house demolitions and
community evictions occur under
both military and civil pretexts
-building restrictions and
zoning plans stop communities
responding to natural growth
-their location near settlements
leaves them at risk of being
dispossessed from their land by
settlement expansion and settler
violence

36 Israeli
settlements
Area C

Most Bedouin
tribes and
numerous other
Palestinian
villages

1065 km2

Source: compiles from OCHA Closure Update - May 2008, OCHA Maps - April 2008, OCHA Territorial
Fragmentation of the West Bank - 2006

Checkpoints:
Seven permanent checkpoints control
Palestinian access into the Jordan Valley, to the
Dead Sea and to the main city of Jericho.

able to enter through two of the four
checkpoints (Hamra and Tayasir) and then
only by foot.

Two checkpoints control Palestinian access
to Jericho. In March 2008, the Israeli
military claimed they had removed At Tayba
partial checkpoint, which controls access
from most West Bank areas to the Jericho
area, however only some of the physical
infrastructure was removed and the
checkpoint continues to function as usual.

Access to the Dead Sea is controlled by
a partially manned checkpoint. From July
2007 until January 2008, the checkpoint
was manned everyday and Palestinians
were denied access. Since January
2008, it has been manned on weekends,
during Israeli holidays, and sporadically
during the week during which Palestinians
are denied access (unless they hold
Jerusalem IDs or special permits). This
closure means most Palestinians in the
West Bank have no access to a recreation
water source, having also been banned
from entering Israel and going to Gaza.

Access north of Jericho
is controlled by four staffed
checkpoints. Palestinians
not holding Jordan
Valley residence
are however only
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Palestinian cars waiting to pass at Hamra checkpoint

Delays of up to three or four hours
at Jordan Valley checkpoints are
regularly reported by residents. In
addition, a number of checkpoints are
manned by particularly hostile IOF
(including settlers). The harassment at
these checkpoints causes fear among
residents and leads many to selfrestrict their movement.

CHECKPOINT

Description

Hamra

Isolates the Jordan Valley from the road to Nablus. Controls access
to the north of the Jordan Valley. Only residents of the northern
Jordan Valley with appropriate ID may pass this checkpoint without
a permit. All other traffic and pedestrians including workers and non
resident landowners require a permit.

Tayasir

Isolates the Northern Jordan Valley from the road to Tubas
Checkpoint to the South East of Tubas. Only residents of
the northern Jordan Valley with appropriate ID may pass this
checkpoint without a permit. All other traffic and pedestrians
including workers and non resident landowners require a permit.
Manned by especially hostile soldiers.

Ma’ale Efrayim

Controls access to the central Jordan Valley area. Isolates the road
to Salfit

Al Auja

To the north of Jericho city, isolates the road to Ramallah

Beit Ha’arava

To the South East of Jericho

Yitav

Relatively new checkpoint, which controls access on the road
going north.

Bardala

Isolates the Jordan Valley from 1948 Palestine near Barda

Apartheid Wall:
It is not just Bedouin in
the Jordan Valley who
are subjected to severe
restrictions on their
movement and harassment
by the military. Their sheep
and cattle have been detained
and killed by IOF . Releasing
animals from detention is
then subject to a steep fine,
often out of financial reach
for many Bedouin families.
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The apartheid wall runs across the top of
the Jordan Valley in Tubas governorate,
penetrating into West Bank territory, annexing
Palestinian lands and blocking access to
markets in Israel.
Israel’s initial plans for the Apartheid Wall
included construction of an eastern barrier
separating the Jordan Valley from the rest of
the West Bank, running 300km from the Jalbou’
mountains in the northwest to Hebron Mount
in the South. Although these plans were frozen
following the International Court of Justice
decision on the Wall, the current regime of
movement and access has created a virtual wall
allowing Israel to achieve the same level of land
annexation, ghettoization and displacement.

Permit and residence restrictions:
All Palestinians are required to obtain a permit
before crossing Tayasir, Al Hamra or Maale
Efraim checkpoints and only Palestinians with
an address from the Jordan Valley on their ID
card were able to live there and up until April
2007, only Palestinians listed as residents of
the Jordan Valley were allowed to enter the
region. Although Palestinians with Jerusalem
IDs may currently enter and drive Jerusalem
plated cars in the region, Palestinians with
West Bank IDs must enter on foot or by public
transportation. Private vehicles with Palestinian
plates may not enter through any of these four
checkpoints unless they belong to registered
residents or those holding special permits,
granted on an exceptional basis. Only 10 such
non resident permits existed in August 2008.
This permit regime is enforced by the IOF
patrols and is particularly strict in northern
areas.

Master plans:
Palestinian communities under the jurisdiction
of the Israeli Civil Administration are due to
be issued with Master ‘zoning’ Plans. Fifteen
years after the Oslo agreement however and
the vast majority of communities in the Jordan
Valley are still waiting for their plans and no
Bedouin villages have been issued with Master
Plans. Without a plan, villages do not exist
in the eyes of the Civil Administration leaving
them unable to undertake any construction and
entirely or partially unconnected to water and
electricity networks. Bedouin in the Jordan
Valley are as such faced with no alterative but
to build without permits in order to meet their
shelter needs, leaving them at risk of home
demolitions and forced evictions.

The Jordan Valley’s unrecognised
communities: part of a broader
policy towards the Bedouin people
Bedouin across historic Palestine are part of
the same indigenous group and are subject
to a broader Israeli policy towards Bedouin.
The fate of Bedouin from Al Naqab, south
of the West Bank, is especially telling. Of
around 90,000 Bedouin who lived in the
Naqab prior to 1948, only 11,000 remained
in the region following the Nakba. These
tribes were then forcibly resettled during
the 1950s and 1960s to the northeastern
Negev, an area of little use for herding
and where they had to adopt a largely
sedentary lifestyle. In fact, Negev Bedouins,
have never recuperated their former lands
and freedom and today almost half live in
seven government-built townships where
their traditional way of life is impossible
to maintain. The other 70,000 live in 45
unrecognized villages unmapped by Israel
and denied basic services including water,
electricity and education. Like the Bedouin of
the Jordan Valley, they risk fines and home
demolitions should they attempt to build or
improve their often already uninhabitable
homes.
As such, addressing the issues of the
Bedouin of the Jordan Valley should be part
of a broader effort to preserve this distinct
group. As a first step, recent studies and
reports focused on the Naqab Bedouin can
improve understanding of the vulnerabilities
of Palestine’s Bedouin as a whole, and
may also be useful when developing
interventions to help the Jordan Valley
Bedouin.

Restricted roads:
Access to roads is permitted only in line with
the permit regime enforced at checkpoints as
previously described. This means Palestinian
plated cars belonging to non-residents are
unable to access most roads and are prohibited
from travelling on parts of road 90, the main
traffic artery running the length of the Jordan
Valley.
Entrance of a closed military zone
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Settlements
and military
areas

Bedouin shacks in area "C" of Al Zubeidat

Al-Zubeidat
Al-Zubeidat is home to approximately
1,800 Bedouin displaced from Beer Al
Sabe’ in 1948. The IOF operates near
the village, and as a result residents
are often subjected harassment
including prolonged closures.
Argaman settlement has been
constructed near the community and
the dividing line between Oslo areas
B and C runs between Al Zubeidat and
the settlement. This means that while
villagers can make adjustments to
their homes, they are prevented from
expanding building or farming outside
the defacto village perimiter into Area
C. The result is overcrowding in this
small community, despite the fact is
is surrounded by ample land within
which it could expand. Residents are
increasingly having to move to the
outskirts Al Zubeidat - into Area C where they are consequently at higher
risk of forced displacement from house
demolitions.

(3) 'A Village in the Way..' Negotiations Support Unit
(4) ‘A Village in the Way..’ Negotiations Support Unit
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The Jordan Valley was immediately
targeted for colonisation following the 1967
occupation and continues at a pace today.
In keeping with the general colonisation
pattern across the West Bank, the Jordan
Valley military base of Maskiot was just
anounced as the site for establishment of
new housing units. Currently an outpost of
12 families, construction for 22 new houses
will undoubtedly adversely affect the lives
of the Bedouin and herding communities
located nearby.3 Today, approximately 9,400
settlers live in the greater Jordan Valley area
and their settlement councils control most of
the land in the region.4 As with elsewhere in
the West Bank, an apartheid regime exists
with regards to Israel’s treatment of settlers
and the indigenous Palestinians resulting in
significantly different standards of living for
the two populations. The rights of Bedouin
are among the
e most
mo ignored.
Some settlements
ments are comprised of just one
or two families
es but have been given huge
expanses of farmland confiscated from
Palestinian residents. Settlements disrupt
the territoriall contiguity of agricultural land,
meaning Bedouin
edouin are both prohibited from
grazing animals
mals in the huge swathes of land
set aside for
or settlers and
nd
d confined
con
o fined to small
areas of mostly
ostly poor
quality land
d that
is not suitable
able for
grazing.

Settlers are mainly engaged in agricultural
activities, the produce from which is then
sold on including to international markets.
Settler produce also floods local markets
and Bedouin who produce limited amounts
of mainly dairy goods and face steep
transportation costs are unable to compete.
Jordan Valley settlements are heavily
government subsidized with settlers receiving
tax breaks, agricultural subsides, and other
forms of support as the State of Israel
attempts to reach its stated goal of doubling
the settler population in the Jordan Valley.
New packing houses have also been built for
settlement produce from the Jordan Valley
and Israel has been expanding and re-routing
parts of the ‘Trans-Samaria Highway’ which
will facilitate transportation of settlement
produce to international markets through Ben
Gurion International Airport.
While violence by settlers towards
Palestinians in the Jordan Valley is less
pronounced than in other areas serious
incidents have nevertheless occurred and
settlers benefit from a culture of impunity.
Bedouin children have been harassed by
settlers on their (often long) walks to school
and the experience of the community of
Kherbet Al Yanoun, near Nablus, which was
displaced following settler violence in 2002
does not bode well for the safety and security
of isolated Bedouin communities.

Israeli settlement in the Jordan Valley

Jordan Valley residents are also subject to
harsh IOF procedures. Watch towers exist
at the entrances to most villages and all
along Road 90, while curfews and regular
incursions into villages and house raids create
an environment of fear. Significant portions of
land are also littered with UXO or are treated
as live fire zones by the Israeli IOF there
have already been several cases of Bedouin
who have been killed or injured by mines
while pasturing. Bedouin in Khalit Makhoul
who already live near Hemdat settlement,
face further displacement pressures from the
establishment of a vast firing range nearby.

Israeli military base in the
Jordan Valley
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Essential Services

Settler-only water reservouir located on top of a
Palestinian community in the Jordan Valley

‘Everyone
has the right
to an adequate
standard of living
for the health and
well-being of himself
and his family including
food, clothing, housing
and medical care and
necessary social
services...’
Article 25, Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights

Water:
Bedouin in the Jordan Valley suffer from extreme
water shortages. Since 1967, Palestinian water
sources have been confiscated and polluted by
Israel denying people enough water for personal
use and for agricultural purposes. This has
severe repurcussions for Bedouin who need
water for their herds. According to the Palestinian
Negotiations Support Unit, 56,000 Palestinians
in the region consume an average of 37 Million
Cubic Meters (MCM) of water per year, as
compared to an average of 41 MCM for only 6,400
settlers, and Palestinian water consumption is
concentrated in Jericho rather than other Bedouin
and rural communities in the area.5
Bedouin are mainly unconnected to the water
network and most survive off of tanker water,
which is limited in supply. Furthermore, none of
the communities in the Jordan Valley are linked
to the sewerage network. Bedouin are left to
use dirty water from untreated, neglected water
sources in some cases polluted by settlement
waste water which seeps into Palestinian wells
and springs. Combined with the low level of
water consumption and usage results in poor
hygiene, for which there are related health risks
(with children being especially vulnerable).

(5) Jordan Valley Solidarity Website, Facts and Figures: Water Rights
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Nor does water security look set to improve,
162 agricultural water projects in the Jordan
Valley that were developed during Jordanian
rule have also been annexed into closed military
areas and Palestinians have been barred from
their share of the Jordan River water (which
could provide some 250 million m3 per year).
Palestinians are prohibited from digging new
wells or restructuring existing ones while settler
wells are often located near Palestinian springs,
causing Palestinian wells, located further away
to dry out or reduce their water yield. Six large
Israeli reservoirs holding 10,000,000 m3 and
hundreds of water tanks (holding up to 3000 m3)
are additionally draining water from springs and
seasonal rivers.
Finally, water infrastructure across the Jordan
Valley has also been a favourite target for Israeli
demolition and stop work orders, and Bedouin
families now have to rely on expensive water tanks.
In stark contrast to the water crisis facing Jordan
Valley Bedouin, settlers are able to farm, have
ample water to exceed their daily needs and even
have swimming pools.

Tractor-towed water tanks are the only way to get water into
Bedouin communities

Electricity:
Electricity network coverage is scant in
the Jordan Valley. Where they can afford
it, Bedouin must rely on small expensive
generators in order to pump water from the
source to the community.

Example of a water source for Palestinian
farmers and Bedouins

56,000
Palestinians in
the Jordan Valley
consume an
average of 37
Million Cubic
Meters (MCM) of
water per year, as
compared to an
average of
MCM for only 41
9,400 settlers
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Education:
Most Bedouin children in the Jordan Valley
rely on educational facilities in larger
communities or urban centres. In particular
at the level of secondary education they
often have to walk kilometres to and
from school sometimes through closed
military areas or by settlements. Children
risk early school drop out or temporary
displacement, moving in with extended
family or friends in order to pursue their
education. Cultural acceptance of girls
living away from home leaves them at
higher risk of drop out. Furthermore,
Bedouin children in the Jordan Valley
are attending overcrowded and poorly
equipped schools and kindergartens and
lack safe play areas.

Primary school MA'AN built in the Bedouin community of
Fassayel through generous donation of the Norwegian
Representative Office and Brighton Tubas Friendship and
Solidarity Group

Health:
Inability to build means that health
services in the Jordan Valley are sparse
and inadequate to meet the needs of
the population. Of the 24 primary health
clinics that exist, most are old or poorly
constructed from inappropriate materials.
The geographical marginalisation of
Bedouin makes access to health service
especially problematic.
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Essential service provision in selected Area C Jordan Valley Bedouin communities
Bedouin
Community

Percentage Of
Population With Access
To Clean Drinking Water

Water
Network
Coverage

Electricity
Network
Coverage

Sewage
Network
Coverage

Oslo
Designation

Qa’oun

None

None

None

None

100% area C

Al Himma

None

None

None

None

100% area C

Al Malih

None

None

None

None

100% area C

Al Hulwa

None

None

None

None

100% area C

Al Shak

None

None

None

None

100% area C

Humsa

None

None

None

None

100% area C

Source: To Exist is to Resist/ Eye on Jordan Valley - MA’AN Development Center April 2007

Al Malih
The community of Al Malih in the Northern Jordan Valley, lying entirely
in Area C (in area that has been declared a closed military zone) has
suffered significant forced displacement since the beginning of the second
intifada. Its situation is indicative of the systematic violations Bedouin in
the Jordan Valley suffer and the immense pressures they are living under.
Before 2000 the village counted more than 300 households, 30,000 sheep
and 4,000 cows in the area. Just four years later and the numbers were
135 households with around 1000 persons living permanently living in AlMalih and they owned 17,000 head of sheep and 1,200 cows.
The proliferation of settlements – five settlements and four military camps
by 2000 – has confiscated around 40 per cent of these areas. Bedouin
have had their herds confiscated and are fined for grazing close to the
total area of Al Malih while eviction and demolition orders have been
issued on the shelters of villagers which are little more than tents and
barracks.
Inhabitants of Al Malih rely on health facilities 13km away in Tubas. In
2003 a mobile clinic was established for the area but dismantled after just
one month – the time it took for the Israeli Civil Administration to issue a
demolition order against it. Children travel 15 km away to Ein Al Beida or
10 km to Tayasir to reach the schools. As the journey is mostly made by
donkey or on foot it can take around 2 hours.
Residents are currently trucking in water from Ein Al Beida paying around
150 shekel, about $39, just for the fuel to travel back and forth. Even
though Al Malih is located in an area rich in spring water and the Bedouin
have 5 springs at their disposal (Al Maita, Um Tayoun, Ein Al Shak, Al
Hilwa and Ein Ghazal) water yield has decreased dramatically, a result
of Israeli wells drilled in the area since 1967 which are sapping supply.
Even if these springs were rehabilitated they would only cater for 70 per
cent of the village’s needs. On top of this, it can take more than 5 hours
to find water to fill the tanks up. The situation is worse for the 40 families
who do not own a tractor and water tank and thus must also pay to rent
their neighbors’ tractors (around 150NIS per round trip to Ein Al Beida).
This only covers domestic consumption: livestock must drink saline water,
which negatively impacts herd milk and meat. The Bedouin of Al Malih pay
almost 40 per cent of their income for water.
Information comes from ‘An Assessment of Al Malih Communities conducted by
EWASH in August 2008.’
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Displacement
‘No one shall be
arbitrarily deprived of
his property’
Article 17, Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

For the Bedouin, the Jordan Valley represents
both an area they were displaced to and
an area they are being displaced from.
While exact figures for displacement and
in particular displacement of Jordan Valley
Bedouin do not exist, comparisons of
data from the time of Jordanian rule and
today suggest that the region has suffered
significant forced displacement. Prior to 1967
estimates range from 200,000 to 320,000
people who lived in the Jordan Valley. Today
however the total population is set between
52,000 to 56,000 (for the greater Jordan
Valley). Local community leaders also say
that approximately 90 per cent of the villages
that existed prior to 1967 have disappeared
from the map.
The Bedouin of the region live under constant
threat of eviction and house demolition and
entire tribes have already been forced from
the Jordan Valley. For example, in August
2007, the Bedouin village of Humsa was
razed twice, involving the destruction of
homes, water cisterns and animal shacks.
The demolitions left 25 people outside in the
burning sun.

86% of the
demolitions (107
structures) in Area C
due to lack of permit,
in the first quarter of
2008, were in Jordan
Valley locales.
(OCHA)

The lack of essential services and inability to
move about freely and sustain their livelihoods
is also increasing pressures on the Bedouin
to leave. The annexation of the Jordan Valley
to Israel through a matrix of military zones,
settlements and nature reserves served by
checkpoints, restricted permits and road
regimes make the Bedouin’s traditional way of
life impossible and has forced them to live in
third world conditions.
Displacement of Jordan Valley Bedouin is
continuing at a pace. From 2005 until August
2007, around 300 Palestinian structures
were destroyed in the Jordan Valley.6 This
includes a number of small communities that
were entirely displaced. The community of Al
Hadidiya (a non-Bedouin herding community)

(6) Demolitions in Area C in 2008. UN OCHA, May 2008 and
IRIN news article, OCHA.
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has faced successive displacements since
2007, displacing over 100 people by May
2008..7
The vulnerability of the Jordan Valley to forced
displacement is in fact an extreme example of
the vulnerability of communities located in Area
C, as a full 89 per cent of Jordan Valley land
lies in Area C under Israeli civil and military
control. Covering one third of the land mass
of the West Bank and containing fertile lands,
ideal for Palestinian living and farming, the
Jordan Valley is only home to only 2 per cent
of the West Bank population. UN OCHA data
shows that during the first quarter of 2008, 86
per cent of all Area C home demolitions due to
lack of permit (a total of 107 demolitions) took
place in Jordan Valley locales.
Despite the post May 2008 moratorium
on house demolitions in Area C, Bedouin
continued to receive tens of stop work and
demolition orders during this period. For
example, on 25 August, 45 demolition and
stop work orders were issued against living
barracks and animal shelters in the Bedouin
communities of Farisiya, Humsa, Al Malih
and Khalit Makhoul as well as the herding
community of Al Hadidiya in the northern
Jordan Valley. These orders come just one
month after orders issued to the Bedouin in
Abu Al Ajaaj near Jiftlik.

Displacement in the Jordan Valley
In just four months, from 1 January to 31
March 2008, 282 Bedouin and herders
were displaced from seven communities
(Qawawies, Al Baqa’a, Furush Beit
Dajan, Al Jib, Fayasil, Jiftlik and Al
Hadidiya). The herding community of
Al Hadidiya has been displaced 5 times
since February 2006 and residents of
Al Jiftlik have experienced 7 collective
demolitions and evictions since June
2005. (OCHA)
Though Bedouin are disproportionately
affected, residents across the Jordan
Valley are especially vulnerable to
displacement. Since the 1950s, the
population has decreased from around
300,000 to only 56,000 today. The
region’s acute vulnerability to forced
displacement is further reflected in the
fact that while it covers one third of the
land mass of the West Bank it is only
home to 2 per cent of its population.

Jordan Valley Bedouin
have nowhere to go...
Palestinians can
currently live on less
than 6 per cent of the
Jordan Valley while 36
settlements occupy
50 per cent of the land
(1,200km2) and closed
military areas account for
the remaining 44 percent

A Palestinian standing at the ruins of his stall, destroyed by IOF on
road 90
(7) Source: OCHA special focus, demolitions in area C
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Post displacement:
Jahalin Bedouin, life after
displacement
The Jahalin tribe were displaced
from the Jordan Valley in 1997 and
have endured sub standard living
conditions and have been living in
persistent vulnerability ever since.

Bedouin have few resources or coping
mechanisms to deal with the immediate
material losses following displacement. This
results in sharp drops in living standards:
some Bedouin families have had to resort
to living in caves, out in the open or living in
animal shacks out of fear to rebuild homes
following demolition.

Living in Tel Araad, north of Beer
Al Sabe’ in the first half of the
twentieth century the Jahalin were
forcibly evicted during the Nakba
resettling in Jordan and the Jordan
Valley. However despite the trauma
of this first forced displacement,
the Bedouin were largely able to
continue their nomadic lifestyle.
However the onset of the occupation
in 1967– and the establishment of
settlements – most notably that of
Ma’ale Adumim east of Jerusalem in
1975 resulted in the second forced
displacement of the Jahalin: many
members of the tribe were removed
in a particularly violent military
operation in 1997 and community
structures demolished by bulldozers.
They were forcibly resettled on land
belonging to the community of Abu
Dis in East Jerusalem on the site of
a municipal rubbish dump unfit for
habitation and under constant threat
of further displacement.

While relatively little is known about the
resettlement or return of Jordan Valley
IDPs, the risks for herders are acute. Some
Bedouin have extended family or connections
to nearby communities such as Tammoun
but the majority have no social or financial
capital to call upon following displacement.
Israeli control over Area C means that areas
for resettlement that would allow displaced
Bedouin to maintain their way of life are very
limited. Consequently, in order to avoid being
forced into a sedentary urbanised lifestyle
many Bedouin remain in the same area they
have been displaced from. This leaves them
at risk of further displacement. The Bedouins’
standard of living and their impoverishment
increases with each displacement8.

Source: Poisoning Palestinian Bedouin Land
in Abda Unrecognized Villages BADIL, 6
March 2003

The closing of large expanses of land and
the displacement of Bedouin and other
Palestinians from the Jordan Valley has had
a devastating impact, both on a humanitarian
level and in terms of its broader economic and
political implications.

Broader economic and political
impacts of displacement of
Jordan Valley Bedouin and other
communities

Bedouin often earn a limited income through
the sale of products such as cheese and
yoghurt. Just as their ability to herd is being
curtailed, so is their right to make ends meet
through selling their products. On 12 August
2008, around 25 Palestinian market stalls
along Road 90 belonging to the Bedouin
of Al Zubeidat as well as farmers from
(8) Source: OCHA humanitarian monitors and weekly briefing notes.
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Bardala, ‘Ein Al Beida, Marj Naje and Jiftlik
were destroyed by Israeli bulldozers. The
stalls were destroyed in the presence of UN
staff, just 2 days after the proprietors were
promised an electricity connection by the Civil
Administration9.
All of their produce (85 large boxes of fresh
fruit and vegetables were wantonly destroyed)
along with the basic infrastructure of the
market stalls were razed and any remaining
goods were confiscated by the IOF. As is often
the case, the military operation to destroy
the stalls was a violent one: in Zubeidat a
market booth was set on fire. Given that the
stalls represent the only source of income for
many families, the economic losses of the
destruction will be difficult to overcome.
The worsening situation is forcing Jordan
Valley Bedouin to rely upon settler markets
for goods and to obtain jobs. In stark contrast
to farming Palestinian land, permits to work
on settlements are much easier to obtain,
and is increasingly the only source of income
available to Bedouin in the region.
Mainstays of the Jordan Valley economy tourism and agriculture - have been adversely
affected by the closures, land annexation and
forced displacement of residents. Jordan
Valley land owners residing in Tubas or
Tammoun cannot access their land on a
regular basis and are unable to find enough
labourers to keep farming their land while
potential labour sources from outside the
region are denied access and even when
permits are issued they do not provide regular
access or allow workers to stay overnight,
essential for the regular farming of land and
crop cultivation.
Delays and closure especially throughout the
harvest season from November to March at
Al Hamra checkpoint have also resulted in
substantial losses of the highly perishable
agricultural crops of the Jordan Valley while
trade routes from the northern West Bank
into the Jordan Valley have been severed

for northern residents denying vendors of
perishable products access to markets.
Although this situation exists across the
occupied territories, its effects are especially
pronounced in the Jordan Valley which has
such high agricultural potential and because
the bulk of food production there is of
perishable goods (mainly fruit, vegetables and
dairy). The potential economic advantages
of the Dead Sea have also been stifled by
Israeli annexation of the area. The Dead
Sea possesses rich mineral resources which
could be extracted and exported. It also
has significant tourism potential, impossible
to capitalise on given the fact that the
overwhelming majority of Palestinians are
currently prohibited from accessing the area.

Overall, the forced displacement of residents
and dispossession of substantial arable
lands and from the Jordan Valley negatively
impacts Palestinian food security and ability
to respond to population growth. Should the
current situation persist, the West Bank would
be encircled by Israeli controlled territory and
cut off from the Arab world. Finally, current
water allocation and consumption prevents
Palestinian self sufficiency and agricultural
development in the region and poses dire
long term ecological consequences: settler
dedicated wells are dug much deeper than
Palestinian ones, exceeding ecologically
sustainable depths and threatening the water
basin and eco-system of both the Jordan
River and the Dead Sea.
Ultimately, the displacement and
disappearance of entire communities in
the Jordan Valley is entrenching territorial
fragmentation and land discontinuity grossly
undermining the prospect of a Palestinian
State.

(9) Source: The Jordan Valley Solidarity Campaign, Articles
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Recommendations

MA'AN assessing needs of Bedouins
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The Bedouin of the Jordan Valley need support to stay in place and resist displacement
pressures, as well as support post displacement to ensure durable solutions are put in
place (namely voluntary return or resettlement and compensation). Advocacy should
focus on the implementation of international law and the need to protect the Bedouin
as a minority and vulnerable indigenous population. In the short term, humanitarian
organisations should also support the provision of essential services such as health and
education facilities for the Bedouin of the Jordan Valley. Recommendations therefore
range from the creation of facts on the ground, through service provision and livelihoods
support, to focused and coordinated advocacy efforts.

Involve the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on adequate housing
and the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms of indigenous
people in the situation of the
Bedouin of Palestine – making the
link between the impact of policies
affecting Bedouin within Israel’s
recognised borders and Bedouin in
the West Bank.
Some West Bank Bedouin have
already participated in international
level conferences on the rights of
indigenous persons. These existing
efforts should be supported and built
upon.
Any response to displacement will
need to adopt a comprehensive
approach that should include, but
not be limited to legal support,
international level advocacy,
securing of donor funding to support
service provision and solidarity
visits.
Internationally targeted advocacy
should highlight the vulnerability
of the Jordan Valley and the
risks that displacement from and
annexation of this area poses to the
Palestinian people at large. Regular
informational and solidarity visits
to the area would raise awareness
and help provide a basic level of
protective presence to residents.

Although the inclusion of Bedouin
communities for the first time in the
2007 Palestinian Authority census,
is a welcome step, more needs
to be done by the PA to allow the
Bedouin of Palestine to preserve
their traditional character, knowledge
and customs and to reduce the
discrimination they face within
Palestinian society. This includes
official recognition of their minority
status and traditional importance
within Palestinian society and
accordingly prioritised interventions.
The vulnerability of Bedouin is part
of the broader Area C displacement
issue. Current advocacy efforts on
the situation of Palestinians living in
Area C should highlight in particular
the acute vulnerabilities of Bedouin
in this area.
Previously unmapped Bedouin
communities continue to be
found across the Jordan Valley.
Comprehensive mapping of Jordan
Valley Bedouin is urgently required
as such communities in order to
accurately understand the scale and
scope of displacement pressures
they face.
The recent focus and attention on
unrecognised Bedouin villages inside
Israel’s borders should be expanded
upon to include Bedouin in other
areas, including the Jordan Valley.
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Displacement results in enduring trauma for all those who experience it, however
the impacts are especially pronounced for children.
Bedouin children in the Jordan Valley
already suffer from limited access to
educational facilities, and often face
long arduous journeys to attend school.
Provision of school transportation
to and from Bedouin communities is
needed along with greater investment
in school facilities. This would help
reduce drop out rates and provide
Bedouin children who live under
constant risk of displacement, with
some normalcy and routine.
Bedouin children often live in areas
surrounded by settlements and military
activities. They need safe play spaces
within which they can grow and develop
away from these protection concerns.

Bardala Play area for children, established by MA’AN and PCPD
50 with generous support from CORDAID

Facilitate school attendance by the
provision of a minibus to transport
school children.

Health recommendations

Continue to advocate for freedom of
movement and access in the Jordan
Valley emphasising the ramifications
of the current situation for access to
health care
Continue to highlight the health risks
of the current water crisis facing the
Bedouin
In the meantime, revive previous efforts
to establish mobile health clinics for
marginalised Bedouin communities with
compromised access to urban health
centres.
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Bedouin need livelihood support to
maintain their indigenous way of life.

Adequate supplies of water and fodder
are needed for Bedouin herds.
Rehabilitation of roads and
establishment and improvement of
access points to grazing land coupled
with heightened advocacy to reverse
current movement and access
restrictions.
Bedouin’s knowledge and expertise as
animal breeders have been rendered
useless in today’s increasingly
–and forcibly – urbanised society.
Campaigns to preserve the rural
integrity of the Jordan Valley (including
PA and other support for herding
communities) along with documentation
of Bedouin knowledge).

Water insecurity gravely threatens Bedouin presence in the Jordan Valley.
Immediate drought and emergency water supply interventions are required along with
medium to long term improvements in water infrastructure in the Jordan Valley
To better understand current threats and
to target the most at risk communities
a comprehensive assessment of the
number of water sources that have been
demolished or are facing demolition,
along with a mapping of Bedouin access
to water sources should be conducted in
the Jordan Valley.
Access to water and storage capacity
should be improved. In the short term,
the PA, international community and
local NGOs should support the provision
of water tankers and transportation
for communities to reach filling points.
In the medium and long term, the
rehabilitation of available springs,
extension of available reservoirs and
opening of new filling points will improve
water security for Jordan Valley Bedouin.

MA’AN distributing water tanks to Bedouins, supported by AusAID

In addition In addition to water, Bedouin
communities need to be provided with
a source of electricity.

Legal Advocacy

Legal support is required to challenge
the arbitrary forced displacement of
Bedouin. This is a costly process that
NGOs could help fund. While Bedouin
have specific vulnerabilities and
rights that need to be addressed, it is
nevertheless important that legal efforts
regarding the forced displacement of
Jordan Valley Bedouin are coordinated
with broader legal issues surrounding
Palestinians living under the Israeli Civil
Administration in Area C.

subjugated and land possession has
been confined by its usage. This has
resulted in tremendous losses for the
Bedouin as cattle and sheep grazing
are not classified as ‘land usage’.
Legal appeals are therefore required
not only to resist the arbitrary forced
displacement of Bedouin but also to
uphold Bedouin’s right to graze and
herd their animals, the basis for their
way of life.

Bedouin have been adversely affected
by land usage and ownership laws.
Occupying powers have successively
identified themselves as the official
owners of the land they have
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