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42:•	  percentage increase in Israeli demolitions from 2010 to 20111

80:•	  percentage increase in the number of displaced Palestinians due to house 

demolitions from 2010 to 20112

10:•	  number of active demolition orders for education facilities3

18: •	 number of active stop-work orders for educational facilities 4

90:•	  percentage of total demolitions that occurred in Area C, affecting vulner-

able farming and herding communities5

4,175:•	  number of Palestinians in Area C who were affected by demolitions6

For decades, Israel has used home demoli-
tions as a means to further control and 
isolate the Palestinian  people. After the 
Arab-Israeli war in 1948, Israel demolished 
thousands of Palestinian homes, hoping 
to dissuade refugees from returning to 
their previous residences. From the 1967 
war until the present day, Israel continues 
this practice. Since 2006, Israel has carried 
out more demolitions in the Jordan Valley 
than anywhere else, exploiting the liberties 
afforded to Palestinians through the Oslo 
Accords.7

Under the Oslo Accords, 95% of the Jor-
dan Valley is designated as Area C, which 
means it is under full Israeli civil and military 
control. As a result, Palestinians must apply 
for permits for any structure they wish to 
build. According to the United Nations Relief 
Work Agency (UNWRA), Israel only allows 
1% of Area C to be used for construction 
by Palestinians.8 This means that Palestin-
ians must either build in Areas A or B of the 
Jordan Valley (5%), which suffer from over-
crowding, or build illegally in Area C (95%), 
and risk demolition. While it is possible for 
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Palestinians to apply to the Israeli Civil Admin-
istration for building permits, the authorities 
rarely grant permission; between 2000 and 
2007, the Administration granted permits to 
only 6% of applications.9 

The Repercussions of Demolitions in 
the Jordan Valley

The impact of demolitions holds many worri-
some implications for Palestinian families in 
the Jordan Valley. Victims of house demolitions 
are left homeless, many are forced to relocate 
to a new area with no familial connections, 
and families are unable to maintain normal 
livelihoods. In addition, the extremely stress-
ful effects of constant insecurity and potential 
demolition create significant psychological dis-
tress. Demolitions cause women to feel a loss 
of control over domestic affairs and height-
ened insecurity, while men also experience 
increased stress and anxiety.10 According to 
a study conducted by Save the Children, 31% 
of surveyed households in the Jordan Valley 
had been either temporarily or permanently 
displaced at least once since 2000 as a result of 
Israeli military order and house demolitions.11 
Most families in the Jordan Valley have a high 
number of children, therefore, a large percent-
age of those affected by house demolitions are 
youth. Out of a total of 4,175 Palestinians who 
were displaced in 2011, 2033 were children.12

Communities Still Under Threat

Beyond the issue of individual demolition 
orders, many communities face the more dis-
tressing situation of all-encompassing demoli-
tion orders. Villages such as Fasayil al-Wusta, 
located in the central Jordan Valley, live under 
the constant threat of pending demolition or-
ders which could affect hundreds of residents. 

Most recently, in June 2011, the Israelis demol-
ished ten homes and confiscated rudimentary 
electric generators used by the inhabitants.13 
Other communities, such as al-Farisiya, Khir-
bet Tana, and al-Hadidiya, are confronted by a 
similar risk of destruction, which can be carried 
out suddenly without warning, or in incremental 
stages. 
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