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Settler Violence: 
The Case of Khan al-Liban

317,232: Number of Palestinians considered highly or moderately vulner-• 
able to settler violence1

40: Percentage increase in settler attacks from 2010 to 2011 in the West • 
Bank2

10,000: Number of Palestinian olive trees destroyed or damaged by settlers • 
in 2011 in the West Bank3

30.5: Average number of monthly settler attacks on both Palestinians and • 
their property that took place in the first eight months of 2012 in the oPt4

139: Number of Palestinians displaced due to settler violence in 2011.Many • 
Palestinians living in Area C were forced to relocate to Areas A and B.5

3: Number of Palestinian children killed by Israeli settlers between March • 
2008 and July 2010 in the oPt6

Over the past three years, there has been an increase in media attention fo-
cusing on the issue of settler violence in the occupied Palestinian territories 

(oPt) and its impact on the Palestinian population. This is due to a bigger media 
presence at the places of attack that have allowed for victims to more quickly 
report their story. The attacks typically originate from more ideologically based 
settlements that are located either in the central West Bank between Nablus and 
Ramallah, or in the Hebron region in the South. The settlements in these areas, in 
addition to being driven by ideological fervor, are located in extremely close prox-
imity to Palestinian villages, many of which have had their lands confiscated for 
the construction and continuing expansion of these settlements. Settler attacks 
inflict property damage, bodily harm, and psychological damage on the Palestin-

Mr. Khalid Daraghmesh shows MA’AN his house, which has been the constant target 
for attack by settlers of Ma’ale Levona.
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ians of the area. Considering that 90% of 
monitored complaints filed by Palestinians 
have been closed without indictment, it is 
clear that settler impunity has expanded 
and will continue to do so.7

The Palestinian village of al-Liban is located 
23 kilometers north of the city of Ramallah. 
One family from al-Liban, the Daraghmeshs, 
decided in 1997 to move to their farmland 
just south of the village, where they grow 
crops such as lemon and olive trees. They 
moved into a 450 year-old building located 
on their land that was once used as a Jorda-
nian police station, and called the area Khan 
al-Liban. At the house, they rely on a British-
built water well that is 350 meters deep and 
provides water for the farmland and family 
in the house. 

Starting in 1997, settlers from the nearby 
settlement of Ma’ale Levona started to ver-
bally and in many cases physically assault 
the Daraghmeshs. Since 2005, the attacks 
have become more organized and have 
increased in frequency. Now that the family 
has children, they too have become targets 
of attack. When the settlers show up—typ-
ically once a week—they physically assault 
the Palestinian family, steal old stones from 
the house, sabotage parts of the irrigation 
system, burn trees, and even put paints or 
other toxins in the water well. The Israeli 
police have been called a number of times 
but no arrests of Israeli settlers have been 
made, despite their constant harassment 
and physical assault of Palestinian villag-
ers. In fact, the settlers have offered Khalid 
Daraghmesh 15 million NIS (4 million USD) 
for the land because they believe the site to 
be holy and blessed. Khalid and his family 
have thus far been able to withstand and 
resist the settler attacks, but it is unknown 
how long his family can continueto cope 
with these pressures without outside sup-
port. As Khalid states, “my crime is that I am 
living in my house and developing my land. 
They are attacking me because they want 

the land to be empty of people, so it will be 
easy for them to confiscate it.”

Unfortunately, this case is not unique and is 
rather representative of many Palestinians 
facing intimidation in the oPt. Palestinians 
living adjacent to more radicalized settle-
ments such as those between Ramallah 
and Nablus are more vulnerable to settler 
attacks, but the issue is by no means ex-
clusive to these areas. In fact, even in the 
Jordan Valley where settler violence is at its 
lowest, the settlers of Maskiot have, on nu-
merous occasion, attacked the Palestinian 
community of Ein al-Hilwe. They have stolen 
animals, thrown stones, physically assaulted 
Palestinians, and attempted to confiscate 
the spring in the area, all in an attempt to 
intimidate the Palestinian residents into 
leaving the area. 

Ultimately, the question of settler violence is 
indicative of a systematic occupation policy, 
in which the State of Israel continues to em-
power the expansion of the settler popula-
tion in the oPt without any accountability to 
the rights and security of local Palestinians.

(Endnotes)

1  UN OCHA, The Monthly Humanitarian Monitor 
(August 2012), pg. 4.

2  UN OCHA, Israeli Settler Violence in the West 
Bank (November 2011).

3  UN OCHA, Israeli Settler Violence in the West 
Bank (November 2011).

4  UN OCHA, The Monthly Humanitarian Monitor 
(August 2012), pg. 4.

5  UN OCHA, Israeli Settler Violence in the West 
Bank (November 2011).

6  Defense of Children International – Palestine 
Section, Under Attack: Settler Violence against 
Palestinian Children in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory (July 2010).

7  UN OCHA, Israeli Settler Violence in the West 
Bank (November 2011).


