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4,000: Approximate number of Israeli settlers who are under the juris-• 
diction of the Jordan Valley Regional Council1

19: Number of settlements under the Jordan Valley Regional Council • 
that contain a swimming pool funded through the Regional Council2

52:  Number of proposed Palestinian wells designed to benefit Pales-• 
tinian communities that were opposed by the Jordan Valley Regional 
Council3

487: Liters per capita per day of water used by Israeli settlers in the Jor-• 
dan Valley, not including agricultural usage4

14,000: Number of dunums of date trees under the jurisdiction of the • 
Jordan Valley Regional Council5

5: Number of Regional or Local Councils representing settlements in the • 
Jordan Valley

There are 38 settlements and outposts in the Jordan Valley, 22 of which 
fall under the jurisdiction of the Jordan Valley Regional Council (Avrot 

HaYarden).6 The Jordan Valley Regional Council is the acting authority for 
Israeli settlers living in these 22 settlements and the 860,000 dunums under 
their control.7 Although there are municipal or steering committees for each 
settlement or cluster of settlements, the Regional Council is the overarching 
governmental body in this area. This body is in charge of services in the area, 
construction permits, welfare services, and distribution of incentives to set-
tlers, among other responsibilities.8
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Though it is ostensibly a means of govern-
ing Israeli settlements, the Regional Council 
also plays a direct role in the lives of the Pal-
estinians in the Jordan Valley. The Regional 
Council, as an arm of the Israeli govern-
ment, has influence on the Civil Adminis-
tration, which oversees the policies of the 
Israeli occupation. In fact, the current head 
of the Jordan Valley Regional Council, David 
Elhayani, rejected a proposal given to the 
Civil Administration to renovate 52 Palestin-
ian wells in the Jordan Valley for the benefit 
of the Palestinian population.9 Considering 
the Israeli national water carrier Mekorot 
and the Regional Council are both govern-
mental institutions, their interrelations can-
not be ignored. Added to this is the World 
Zionist Organization (WZO) who as a quasi-
governmental organization works with the 
Regional Council for land distribution. In the 
middle of 2011, these three organizations 
together finalized a decision to double land 
ownership for settlers and increase their 
water access by 25%.10

Although the Regional Council plays a 
fundamental role in the daily lives of all 
Jordan Valley residents, Palestinians are not 
represented on the Council. As non-citizens 
of the State of Israel, Palestinians in the oPt 
are unable to influence the Regional Council 
even though it directly impacts their lives. 
Likewise, as non-Jews, they are not eli-
gible for benefits provided by the Regional 
Council nor are they able to benefit from 
most of the infrastructure and services it 
implements in the Jordan Valley. Benefits 
and incentives given by the Regional Council 
come from multiple sources and address 
numerous aspects of settler lives. In regards 
to housing, the Ministry of Housing and 
Construction subsidizes 60-95% of home 
construction depending on the minister at 
the time.11 The WZO is in charge of land 
distribution and does not charge settlers for 
the land it owns,12 and between 2000 and 

2002 it allocated $100 million to agricultural 
settlements which are almost exclusively in 
the Jordan Valley.13 Currently the Regional 
Council is responsible for the construction 
and functioning of a new health clinic at the 
Mifgash HaBiqa, a rest stop in the Jordan 
Valley.14 Although well over 1,200 Palestin-
ians live in this area, surrounded by 700 
settlers, they will not be allowed to use this 
superior health center because they are not 
Israeli citizens. These are just a few exam-
ples of the discriminatory system enforced 
by the Regional Council, by which incentives 
and services are provided to Israeli citizens 
and settlers in the Jordan Valley but not to 
Palestinians inhabiting the same land. 
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