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1,465,730: Number of dunums in the Jordan Valley controlled by settle-• 
ments and the Israeli military1

45.7: Percentage of Jordan Valley declared a “closed military zone”• 2

1,500: Number of dunums recently officially annexed by Israel in the • 
northern Jordan Valley3

14,000: Number of dunums of date trees that are controlled by settle-• 
ments in the Jordan Valley4

133: Millions of dollars made by Jordan Valley settlers annually from • 
sales of agricultural produce5

During and after the 1967 war, which resulted in the Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank, Israel forcefully displaced thousands of Palestinians and 

confiscated large swaths of land. Eyal Weizman, an Israeli professor at the 
University of London, has stated that “the fact that this strip [of land] was 
sparsely populated, was due to the fact that during the war, wanting to secure 
its new border lines, the Israeli military evacuated and destroyed the Pales-
tinian villages in the Jordan Valley.”6 Today, about 50% of the Jordan Valley is 
under the control of settlements while 45% remains in the hands of the Israeli 
military.7

Settler Cultivation of 
Closed Military Areas

A sign indicating a closed military zone marks the 
entrance to a plot of land that has been cultivated by 
settlers in the northern Jordan Valley. 18
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Since May 2012, there have been four pieces 
of land designated as closed military zones 
that have been opened for private settler 
usage, as documented by MA’AN. All of the 
plots have gone through initial plowing and 
demarcating. Two have been planted with 
crops, with one yielding fruit. The remaining 
two are still in the initial stages: both have 
been demarcated and plowed, and one has 
water infrastructure installed. 

The first plot of land is located on Route 90, 
which runs the length of the Jordan Val-
ley between the settlements of Yafit and 
Massu’a. The land is a closed military area 
across the street from the Tirza reservoir and 
dumpsite. Currently, the approximate 800 – 
1,000 dunums of land is being leveled and 
cleared by six industrial bulldozers and plows 
in the area. There is no irrigation system as 
of yet, but it is likely that there will be in the 
next phase, as a Palestinian laborer working 
on the cultivation process stated it was for 
settler agricultural usage.8

Israeli settlers have also developed the 
closed military zone next to the Jordan River 
and near the Palestinian village of Zbeidat. 
The land next to the River has been closed 
to both Palestinian and Israeli development 
since the beginning of the occupation. In 
May 2012, settlers began to cultivate the 
land and planted over 150 initial date trees. 
As of September 2012, only 50 of the esti-
mated 450 dunums have been planted with 
date trees, but the remaining land has been 
plowed and prepared for cultivation.

Between the settlements of Ro’i and Beka’ot 
in the northern Jordan Valley, another piece 
of restricted military land, located behind a 
sign declaring the area to be a free fire zone, 
has been cultivated by settlers. The estimat-
ed 100 dunums have been more cultivated 
than any of the other areas documented. Af-
ter taking control of the land, settlers quickly 
plowed and irrigated it before planting grape 
trees. The newly developed grape fields are 
cultivated by Palestinian labors under the 
supervision of a settler foreman.9 

The last documented plot of settler-culti-
vated land is at the southern entrance of 
Jericho, adjacent to the settlement of Vered 
Yericho and an Israeli military base. The plot 
is approximately 50 dunums on the flat land 
between the main road and the last ring 
of houses in the settlement. The land itself 
has been plowed, water infrastructure has 
been installed, and holes have been dug for 
the planting of large trees--presumably late 
stage date trees or banana trees.  

These four cultivated plots of land set a 
dangerous precedent for the future ap-
propriation of land by the Israeli military 
to be converted to settlement usage. The 
fact that these conversions are not being 
publicized or passing through the façade 
of a court process suggests Israel’s desire 
to keep this process quiet. This is a process 
that allows for the expansion of settlements 
onto land that the Israeli military has pro-
hibited Palestinians from using under the 
guise of security and military purposes. 
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