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15:•	  percentage of agricultural sector’s contribution to the West Bank’s formal work 
force1 

35:•	  percentage of Jordan Valley produce that goes to Palestinians in the West Bank2

98.3:•	  percentage of Palestinian farmers who have lost production capacity due to Israeli 
restrictions3

49:•	  percentage of Palestinians without connections to formal water networks4

60,000:•	  dunums of agricultural land unavailable to Palestinians in the Jordan Valley due 
to Israeli restrictions5

1,000,000,000:•	  number of dollars lost in Palestinian agricultural potential due to Israeli 
restrictions

The Status of 
Palestinian Agriculture
    in the Jordan Valley

The agricultural sector is more than simply a pil-
lar of the Palestinian economy; for Palestinians, 
the agricultural sector represents social, historical, 
and national intangibles that extend far beyond its 
economic importance. The agriculture sector rep-
resents a direct connection between Palestinians 
and their land; it represents independence, self-
sufficiency, and Palestinian heritage. Today, the Is-
raeli occupation is breaking this linkage between 
the Palestinian people and their land. Nowhere is 
this more evident than in the fertile Jordan Valley, 
where Israel’s successful efforts to monopolize all 
access to water and land resources, in addition to 
the severe restrictions placed on Palestinian move-
ment, have invariably obstructed the potential of 

Palestinian agriculture to compete in regional and 
global markets.  Strictly from an economic sense, 
the restrictions that Israel places on Palestinian ag-
riculture sector decrease the potential of Palestin-
ian agricultural exports by US$1 billion annually.6

Access to Land

The World Bank deemed the Jordan Valley “Israel’s 
de-facto Eastern Separation Zone” – an area effec-
tively sealed off from the rest of the West Bank.7 
Nearly 63% of agricultural land in the West Bank 
is located in Area C, most of which is in the Jordan 
Valley. Area C is a formal Israeli military zone, falling 
under the complete jurisdiction of Israeli authori-
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ties. The inability of Palestinians to consistently access 
agricultural land in Area C has resulted in the loss of 
$480 million annually and around 110,000 jobs.8 Free 
of the constraints of occupation, it is estimated that 
Palestinians in the greater West Bank area would pro-
duce around $1billion in agricultural exports annual-
ly.9 Israel also routinely confiscates public and private 
Palestinian land. Confiscated land is often used for the 
expansion of Israeli settlements, which further appro-
priate Palestinian water and often directly compete 
with Palestinians in the agricultural market.  

Israel imposes severe restrictions on the Palestinian 
right to movement in several ways. This includes the 
installation of military zones, the use of checkpoints, 
and the creation of a strict permit system. Due to 
these policies, the cost of Palestinian goods has risen 
by 35.6% since 2000 and transportation times have 
increased nearly 40%.10 Delays at checkpoints also 
noticeably lower the quality of Palestinian produce.11 
Furthermore, Israeli enclosure of Palestinian land in-
creases prices for consumers and producers, effective-
ly making Palestinian products less competitive.  

Access to Water

The Jordan Valley is considered one of the areas of the 
West Bank with the richest water resources. By law, 
most of these water sources belong to the Palestinians, 
with a handful shared with Israel. Since 1967, however, 
Israel has confiscated or destroyed most Palestinian 
water sources in the Jordan Valley, forcing the Pales-
tinians to depend on Israel for all facets of livelihood.  
Since 1967, Israeli authorities have destroyed 140 Pal-
estinian water pumps and 162 agricultural water proj-
ects. 12  In 1967, there were 774 operational wells in the 
West Bank, while in 2005 only 328 functioning wells re-
mained. Palestinians consume 120 MCM of water orig-
inating in the West Bank while Israelis consume 483 
MCM – over four times as much.13 A study by Save the 
Children revealed that in the Jordan Valley, only 37% 
of respondents have access to water resources, com-
pared to 86% of the Palestinian population in the West 
Bank as a whole.14 Despite the fact that the Palestinian 
population has grown 50% in 15 years, Palestinians still 
receive less water than they did in 1995.

The water shortages are particularly threatening in the 
Jordan Valley, despite the variety of potential water 
sources. The lack of water has drastically decreased 
the capabilities of Palestinian farmers. According 
to the World Bank, a more equitable distribution 
of water sources would increase Palestinian GDP 
by 10%. Currently, however, Palestinian agriculture 
remains at the mercy of weather patterns; in 2007-

2008, for example, Palestinian agriculture lost US$ 130 
million during the dry season.15 Israeli settlers, with a 
tremendous advantage in water accessibility, control 
over 13 times as much irrigated land as Palestinians.16

Threat of Agrochemicals

It is estimated that 96.9% of irrigated land and 87% of 
rain fed land in the West Bank is treated with various 
harmful pesticides.17 Due to the occupation, the Pales-
tinian Environmental Quality Authority (PEQA) is un-
able to prevent the use of banned chemicals or regu-
late the use of legal chemical pesticides and fertilizers. 
The illegal use of agrochemicals by settlers adds an-
other 100 tons of pesticides and 45 gallons of banned 
methyl bromide to the West Bank environment every 
year.18

Despite advancements in Palestinian environmental 
law, the Area C categorization prevents the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) from exercising sovereignty over most 
of the Jordan Valley. Moreover, lack of coordination be-
tween the PA and the Israeli government has resulted 
in inefficiencies and contradictions in environmental 
law throughout the West Bank.19
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