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e Land area of historic Palestine: 27,009 km2
e 0Pt land size: 6,209 km2

e \West Bank: 5,844 km?2

e Gaza Strip: 365 km2

e Water area: 438 km2

e Green line: 323 km

e Separation & Annexation Wall length completed to date: 439.7
km (62% completed, 10% under construction and 28% planned).
85% of the actual and planned Separation & Annexation Wall
falls within Palestinian territory.

e Area of West Bank illegally rendered inaccessible due to the 3
Separation & Annexation wall (including East Jerusalem): [ |
670.92km2 (11.9% of the WB) i

Palestinians in the world: 12.37 million

e 0oPt: 4.75 million (38.4%)

o

West Bank (includes East Jerusalem): 2.9 mil-
lion (61%)

5 Gaza Strip: 1.85 million (39%)
Israel: 1.47 million (11.9%)

Arab countries: 5.46 million (44.2%)
Foreign countries: 685,000 (5.5%)

Palestinians in oPt less than 15 years old : (39.4%)
e  West Bank: (37%)
e  Gaza Strip: (42.8%)

Palestinians in oPt between 15-29 years old : (29.9%)
West Bank: (30.1%)
Gaza Strip: (29.8%)



Palestinians in oPt older than 65 years old : (2.8%)

e West Bank: (3.2%)

e  Gaza Strip: (2.4%)

Palestinians with disabilities in oPt (2011): 113,000 (2.7%)
e West Bank: 75,000 (2.9%)

e Gaza Strip: 38,000 (2.4%)

Palestinian Refugees within oPt: 2.03 million (42.8%)

e West Bank: 787,000 (27.1%)

e Gaza Strip: 1.246 million (67.3%)

Fertility rate 2014:

e 0oPt: 4.1 per woman
e West Bank: 3.7
e Gaza Strip: 4.5

Household size 2014

e O0Pt:5.2
e West Bank: 4.9
e Gaza Strip: 5.7

Average population growth 2015:
o O0Pt:2.9%
e West Bank: 2.6%
e Gaza Strip: 3.4%

Education [2015]):

e Average illiteracy rate for persons 15 years and above(
2013):3.6

e Number of schools: 2,843
e Number of students: 1,177,253
e Number of school teachers: 53,869



Health (2014]:

e Number of functioning hospitals: 80 (32 of these
were damaged during the July/August 2014 offensive
against Gaza. 7 remain closed).

e Physicians: 7,510 ( 3,701 WB/ 3,809 GS)
e Nurses: 13,188 (6,033 WB/ 7,155 GS)
e Beds per 1000 of Population (2014): 1.3 (5,939)

Labour: (2015]

Labour force participation:

e OPt:45.6% (71.7% Males / 19.1% Females)
e West Bank: 45.6%

e Gaza Strip: 45.5%

Unemployment:

e 0OPt:25.6% (22.8% Males / 36.2% Females)
e West Bank: 16.3%

e Gaza Strip:41.6 %

Average daily wage 2015:

e 0oPt: 70NIS

e West Bank: 75 NIS

e Gaza Strip: 51 NIS

Places of work 2015:

e 0oPt: 835,300
e |srael: 110,300

Palestinians working in Israel 2015:

e With a permit: 58,700

e Without a permit: 39,300

e With Israeli ID card/ Foreign passport: 12,300
e Daily wage: 196 NIS
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Economics (2014 ]):

GDP: USS$7,463.4 billion

GDP per capita: US$1,737.4
Total Exports: S 1,461.1 million
Total Imports: $4,226.1 million

Environment & Agriculture:

Land holdings 2010/2011: 105,238

Cultivated area 2010/2011 (km2): 1,034.9

Houses connected to waste water networks in oPt: 55.3%
Houses that use cesspits for wastewater disposal: 44.2%

% of educational establishments connected to the water
public networks: 92.7%

Houses connected to the water public network: 96.4%
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The Church of All Nations ( the Church or Basilica of the
Agony) - Mount of Olives, Jerusalem
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Distances from Jerusalem

Place Distance Direction
Akka 181 km NW
Bethlehem 10 km S
Gaza City 104 km SW
Haifa 157 km NW
Khalil (Hebron) 36 km S
Jenin 106 km N
Jericho 35 km E
Nablus 63 km N
Nazareth 135 km N
Rafah 142 km SW
Ramallah 16 km N
Safad 234 km N
Tiberias 198 km N
Tulkarem 85 km NW

Conversions

1 centimeter (cm) =10 milimeters (mm)  =.03937 inches (in)
1 decimeter (dm) =10cm =3.937in

1 meter (m) =10dm =100 cm =1.0936 yards (yd)
1 kilometer (km) =1000m =.6214 miles (M)
1 inch (in) =2.54cm

1 foot (ft) =12in =30.48 cm

1lyd =3ft=36in =0.9144 m

1 mile =1760vyd =1.6093 km
1sgcm =100 sq mm =0.155sqin

1 sq meter =10,000 sq cm =1.196 sq yd

1 hectare (ha) =10,000 sg m =0.2471 acres

1sq km =100 hectares (ha) =.03861sqg M



1sqin =6.4516 sq cm

1sqyd =9 square ft =0.8361sgm
1sqM = 640 acres =2.59 sq km
1 acre =4.0468 dunams

Capacity and volume

1 cu cm (cc) =0.0610cu in
lcum =1000 cu dm =1.3080 cu yd

1 liter (1) =1 cudm =1000cc =.2200 gallons (gal)
1 hectoliter (hl) =100 =21.997 gal

lcuin =16.387 cc

lcuft =6.23 gal = 49.86 pints (pt)
1cuyd =27 cu ft =0.7646 cum

1 pt =20 ounces (0z)

1 gal =8 pt =.16 cu ft

1 gram (g) =1000 milligrams (mg) = 0.0353 (0z)

1 kilogram (kg) =1000g =2.2046 pounds (Ib)
1 ton (t) =1000 kg =2,204.6226 Ib
1oz =437.5 grains =2835¢g

1lb =160z =0.4536 kg

Temperature conversion Degree C Degree F
0 32
5 41
Degree F = (1.8*degree C) + 32 20 68
Degree C = (degree F-32) /1.8 50 122

100 212



What is MA’AN?

A’AN Development Center is an independent

Palestinian development and training institution
established in Jerusalem in January 1989, registered by law
as a non-profit organization. The main office is located in
Ramallah and the five branch offices are located in Jerusalem,
Gaza, Khan Younis, the Jordan Valley and Jenin. MA’AN’s
work is informed by the necessity of creating independent,
self-reliant initiatives that lead to the development of human
resources for sustainable development, which incorporate
values of self-sufficiency and self-empowerment.

MA’AN’s Mission

To partner and work hand

in hand with Palestinian To improve the quality
NGOs, Community Based of life for Palestinians
organizations, committees and empower them to
and grassroots groups take a lead in developing
in the poorest and most their communities and

marginalized areas to
improve the quality of their
lives and empower them to
take a lead in developing
their communities and achieving self reliance, steadfastness
based on freedom, participation, equity & equality, respect
for human rights, democracy, and social justice through
achieving the following five goals.

achieving self reliance and
steadfastness.

1. To improve the food security situation of the poorest and
most marginalized sectors of the Palestinian society at the
family & community level

2. To develop and enhance the capacities of the Palestinian
NGOs, CBOs and grassroots organizations.

3. To enhance community development and decrease
poverty in rural and the most disadvantaged areas



Community
Development
Program

Youth and
Adolescent
Development
Program MA'AN's
Programs

Agricultural and
Food Security
Program

Women Environment
Development Protection

Program Program
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‘ n J[ rO duction

he Armistice agreement of 1949 divided Jerusalem into

East Jerusalem, controlled by Jordan, and West Jerusalem,
controlled by Israel®. Israel immediately passed laws stripping
Palestinians who had fled, of their right to return and any land
ownership in West Jerusalem. During the 1967 war, Israel
gained control of both the West Bank and East Jerusalem?.
In @ move still not legally recognized by the International
community, following the end of the war, Israel unilaterally
annexed East Jerusalem, and began the ongoing occupation of
the West Bank, the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip.

According to an Israeli survey taken in 1967 there were 197,700
Israelis and 68,000 Palestinians in West & East Jerusalem. In
East Jerusalem there were no Israelis living there. Since that
time Israel has implemented a series of discriminatory policies
and practices aimed at systematically reducing the number of
Palestinians living in East Jerusalem in order to maintain a 70%
Israeli-30% Palestinian balance®. In total it is estimated that Is-
rael’s apartheid like policies targeting Palestinians in East Jeru-
salem have caused roughly 70,000 Palestinians to change their
residence.

In 1993 and 1995, the Oslo Accords were signed between the
Palestinian Authority and the Israeli government. The damag-
ing effects of which are still haunting Palestinians today. One
particularly detrimental agreement that came from the Oslo
accords was the power sharing agreement between the Israeli

1) “The Annexation of Jerusalem.” Council for European Palestinian Relations.
Center for European Palestinian Relations, Web. 16 June 2015.

2) “Six-Day War | Middle East [1967].” Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Ency-
clopedia Britannica, 30 Mar. 2015. Web. 1 Nov. 2015.

3) “The Annexation of Jerusalem.” Council for European Palestinian Relations.
Center for European Palestinian Relations, Web. 16 June 2015.



government and the Palestinian Authority. Through the Oslo
accords, Palestine was divided into three territories; Gaza, the
West Bank and East Jerusalem. Then the West Bank was fur-
ther categorized into three different areas; A, B, C. The Pales-
tinians that live in each of these sections are ruled by different
laws and given a different set of rights; East Jerusalem is fully
under the control of Israeli Civilian law, area A is fully under the
control of the Palestinian Authority, area B is under the Pales-
tinian Authorities civil law but Israel’s military law, and finally
area C is fully under Israeli military law. Supposedly, accord-
ing to these divisions, Palestinians living in Jerusalem are given
more rights under Israeli law than any other Palestinians. In or-
der to signify this, Palestinians from Jerusalem carry a blue ID,
versus the green ID carried by Palestinians from the West Bank.

Palestinians in Jerusalem face daily discrimination, despite
their blue ID, on both a personal daily basis and an institutional
basis. Israeli has put in place a series of discriminatory laws
aimed at making life so difficult for Palestinians that they are
ultimately forced to move away from Jerusalem, leaving it to
become the “unified capital” of Israel. However, despite all

of the discrimination, Palestinians continue resisting through
many different means, existence being one of them.




Confiscation of Land

Israeli's confiscation of large swaths of land in East Jerusalem,
combined with their policies restricting Palestinians ability to
build, have been the most effective means by which they have
prevented the East Jerusalem Palestinian community from
expanding. In 2002, when Israel began building the wall, they
confiscated 19.2% of Palestinian’s land in East Jerusalem®. Then,
through a series of other aggressive tactics, Israel had further
decreased the amount of land for Palestinians in East Jerusalem.
As of 2013, Palestinians were only allowed to build on 13% of
the land in East Jerusalem, most of which is already suffering
from severe overcrowding issues®. Under the development
plan currently in place in East Jerusalem, 35% of the land has
been expropriated for settlement construction, 22% has been
allocated for Israeli national parks, and 30% remains unplanned
and thus is illegal for Palestinians to build on.

Under the National Parks program, the Israeli government has
established five parks in East Jerusalem since 1967. As of 2015,
three more parks have been in the planning stages. Under
Israeli law, once land has been designated as a National Park,
no construction is allowed, a convenient method of stealing
land that has not been limited to East Jerusalem boundaries.
The existing five parks cover 284 hectares of land, and when
completed, the three parks currently being planned will cover
an additional 137 hectares®. Not only do these parks restrict
the amount of land Palestinians can build on in East Jerusalem,
they also preserve strategic plots of land that connect areas
slated for future settlement development, particularly the
controversial area known as E1, in East Jerusalem.

4) Office for The Coordination Of Humanitarian Affair. “The Barrier Route in the
West Bank July 2011.” Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territory. July 2011. Web. 20 Sept. 2015.

5) Palestinian Liberation Organization. Negotiation Affairs Department, Media
Brief.“Fabric of Neighborhood:” New Guidelines for Land Confiscation in Occu-
pied East Jerusalem: Israeli Absentee Property Law. Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganization, Aug. 2013. Web. 12 Aug. 2015.

6) “National Parks in East Jerusalem.” B’Tselem. B>Tselem, Web. 20 Aug. 2015.
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E1,a 12,000 dunam area of land between the Israeli settlement
of Ma’aleh Adummim and Jerusalem, is currently one of the
most disputed and under threat areas of the West Bank. Israel
plans to use the area to further expand the industrial section of
the Ma’aleh Adummim settlement whilst connecting it directly
to greater Jerusalem. In the process of this, a further two
settlements would be constructed and East Jerusalem would
be completely severed from the West Bank. Moreover, the
north of the West Bank would become isolated from the south
of the West Bank, rendering them fragmented territories from
one another. The E1 area also houses 2,600 Bedouins who
have been in residence there since expulsion from the Negev
in 1967. Israel plans to permanently displace these families,
illegal under international law, instead offering them new
areas in which they can supposedly reside, all of which have
been deemed wholly unsuitable for a population to live within,
including one site located alongside a landfill.

Confiscated Palestinian homes

in the old city, Jerusalem F!




D e m O litions

Palestinians in both East Jerusalem and the E1 area are con-
stantly faced with the threat of their homes being demol-
ished. Since the E1 area is technically in area C of the West
Bank, all building permits must be approved by the Israeli Au-
thorities; from 2010-2014, only 1.5% of building permits in the
whole of area C were approved’. Thus, most E1 Bedouins are
forced to build without a permit. However, building without
a permit puts the builder at high risk of having their homes
or structures demolished. In August of 2015, the number of
demolitions being carried out by Israel reached a peak of 22 in
just one day®. Palestinians in East Jerusalem face similar threats
of home demolitions. With only 55% of Palestinian building
permit requests approved each year, as compared to 85% of
Israeli permit requests. 20,000 Palestinian homes have been
constructed without a permit, which means about 90,000 Pal-
estinians are at risk of displacement due to home demolitions.
Between 2000-2014 Israel demolished 1,342 buildings displac-
ing 5,760 people in East Jerusalem, and by November 2015,
there had already been 450 demolitions this year displacing
513 people, showing the increasing trend for house demoli-
tions.In November of 2015 alone, there were eight demolitions
in Jerusalem, which displaced fifteen people®.

These demolitions simply compound the already existent over-
crowding problem in the Palestinian neighborhoods of East
Jerusalem. Overcrowding in East Jerusalem is becoming a rap-
idly concerning issue and is not limited to housing; many East

7) “Under Threat: Demolition Orders in the West Bank.” United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Occupied Palestinian Territory.
Sept. 2015. Web. 1 Oct. 2015.

8) “United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs — Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territory.” United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian

9) “West Bank Demolitions and Displacement: An Overview.” Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs Occupied Palestinian Territory. OCHA, Nov.
2015. Web. 15 Dec. 2015.
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Jerusalem schools have been left in the position whereby they
haven’t enough space for the number of children their catch-
ment area is meant to cover. It has already been estimated that
81,638 new housing units will be required by 2030. However,
with the current 13% of East Jerusalem land on which Palestin-
ians are allowed to build already being over populated, there
is no room for these much-needed new housing units. Thus,
many of the next generation of East Jerusalem Palestinians will
be forced to choose between living in severely overcrowded
conditions or leaving Jerusalem forever.



Citizens of nowhere

Palestinianswho stop livinginJerusalem, for whatever reason,
risk losing their right to live there ever again and thus their
right to return to their home city. Despite the fact that many of
the East Jerusalem Palestinians come from families who have
resided in Jerusalem since before the state of Israel existed,
Israel views them as only permanent residents of Jerusalem
and not as citizens of the state. This status, the same given to
foreigners who settle in Israel, can be taken away at any point.
Thus, East Jerusalem Palestinians are citizenship-less. A blue ID,
as compared to the green ID of West Bank Palestinians, signifies
permanent residency status. If at any point an East Jerusalem
Palestinian cannot prove that Jerusalem is the “center of their
life” through home ownership, children’s school enroliment,
etc. they are likely to have their blue ID taken away from them.
Once stripped of permanent residency, Palestinians must apply
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to the Israeli Authority for a permit to enter Jerusalem, which
can be very difficult to obtain, and during times of political
or civil turmoil, are regularly withheld as a form of collective
punishment. The loss of a blue ID also means a loss of the other
benefits that Jerusalem taxpayers are entitled to; such as access
to the national health care system and the right to live and work
in Jerusalem.

Given the grave consequences that come along with the
revocation of an East Jerusalem Palestinian’s blue ID, it shouldn’t
be a common tactic. However, since 1967 Israel has revoked
the residency of 14,416 Palestinians®®. The highest number
of revocations occurred in 2008, when in just one year Israel
stripped 4,577 Palestinians of their basic human right to live in
their family homes and ancestral city®*.

East Jerusalem Palestinians who marry Palestinians from
other areas are the most affected by permanent residency
revocations. It is almost impossible at this point to get a blue ID
for a spouse. Thus when a Palestinians with a blue ID marries a
Palestinians with a green ID, there are really only two options;
Either the person with the green ID lives in Jerusalem illegally,
or the person with the blue ID leaves Jerusalem with the high
likelihood of losing their ID. Children of such marriages only
further complicate the matter; a blue ID does not automatically
transfer from parents to children. Thus, if one parent has a
green ID, especially if the father is the possessor of the green
ID, it can be basically impossible for a child to obtain a blue ID.

10) “East Jerusalem 2015: Facts and Figures.” (2015). The Association for Civil
Rights in Israel. 12 May 2015. Web. 20 Oct. 2015.

11) «Revocation of Residency in East Jerusalem.» Revocation of Residency in
East Jerusalem. B'Tselem, 18 Aug. 2013. Web. 8 Aug. 2015.



oclal Services,
Fducation, and Health
Care

aving a blue ID and living in Jerusalem does entitle East

Jerusalem Palestinians to certain services provided by
the Jerusalem Municipality. Despite the unequal allocation
of services, Palestinians, as residents of Jerusalem, are
mandated to pay the same taxes as Israelis. However, the
distribution of services between East and West Jerusalem is
highly inequitable with only 8.79% of the Municipality budget
spent on East Jerusalem Palestinian neighborhoods in 2012.

The lack of resources invested in East Jerusalem is clearly
reflected in the education system. East Jerusalem needs
roughly 1,000 additional classrooms just to teach all of the
Palestinian children'?. However, only 3% of East Jerusalem

12) “East Jerusalem 2015: Facts and Figures.” (2015). The Association for Civil
Rights in Israel. 12 May 2015. Web. 20 Oct. 2015.

’

Al-Omariya School established i
1924, old city, Jerusalem
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Augusta Victoria church-hospital
complex built in 1907, southern side of
Mount of Olives, Jerusalem

Photo by Sami Khader



land is currently zoned for the construction of public buildings,
which clearly fails to meet the actual needs of the Palestinian
community. The over crowding of East Jerusalem schools has
created a situation in which only 41% of Palestinian students
are enrolled in municipality run schools, forcing the rest to pay
high tuition fees for private schools. Furthermore, the students
who are enrolled in East Jerusalem schools are severely dis-
advantaged because the Jerusalem municipality spends only
12,000 ILS per East Jerusalem student as compared to the
25,000 ILS it spends per West Jerusalem student®®. These less
than adequate learning environments have resulted in 13% of
Palestinian children dropping out of school as compared to 1%
of Israeli students®.

The detrimental effects of Israel’s lack of investment in East
Jerusalem also stretch to infrastructure. Only 64% of East Jeru-
salem homes are currently connected to the official municipal-
ity water system, leaving the rest of the East Jerusalem home
reliant on tankered water, which is considerably more expen-
sive per cubic meter and varies in delivery cost according to
how close your home is to the distribution center. Septic tanks
have also become increasingly relied on, yet these come with
associated health risks due to blockage and overflow without
constant care, thus risking the communities’ health®.

Other municipality run services in East Jerusalem versus their
counterparts in West Jerusalem also reflect the disgracefully
low amount of investment in East Jerusalem. There are only six
health care facilities for infants in East Jerusalem, as compared
to the 26 in West Jerusalem. Furthermore, there are only
nine posts offices, compared to 42 in West Jerusalem. The
availability, or lack of availability, of these seemingly mundane
services actually has a huge negative effect on Palestinian’s
lives, and can make basic daily needs become a battle to fulfill.

13) “Right to Develop: Planning Palestinian Communities in East Jerusalem.”
UN Habitat for a Better Urban Future. 2015. Web. 15 Oct. 2015.

14) Ibid.

15) “East Jerusalem 2015: Facts and Figures.” (2015): The Association for Civil
Rights in Israel. 12 May 2015. Web. 20 Oct. 2015.
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N ot only must East Jerusalemites survive with inadequate
services, they must do so while watching Israeli settlers
who live in East Jerusalem receive full services. As of 2014,
there were almost 300,000 Israeli settlers in East Jerusalem?,
a number not dissimilar to those in the West Bank. Despite
the severe overcrowding of East Jerusalem Palestinian
neighborhoods, settlers are able to build because roughly
35% of East Jerusalem has been specifically zoned for settler
homes®. In 2014 alone, the Israeli government approved
plans for 2,239 new settler units in East Jerusalem?®®,

16) “Around 600 Thousands Settlers in the West Bank, Half of Them Are in
Jerusalem Governorate.” Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. 2014. Web.
15 Aug. 2015.

17) “Settlements in Palestinian Residential Areas in East Jerusalem.” Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Occupied Palestinian Territory.
Apr. 2012. Web. 4 Sept. 2015.

18) Choshen, Maya, and Michal Korach. «Jerusalem: Facts and Trends.» The
Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies. 2014. Web. 10 July 2015.

to by Mahmoud llle



The sheer number of settlers illegally moving to East Jerusalem
has caused an upsurge in the human rights abuses Palestinians
must suffer on a regular basis. In 2014 alone, there were 80
assaults by settlers on Palestinians and 106 attacks on Palestin-
ian property by settlers'. Palestinians are abused on a daily
basis in Jerusalem, even within their own neighborhoods, and
are systematically targeted by the increasingly heavy IOF foot
presence within those neighborhoods. Such abuses come in
the form of being run over by cars, stabbed, pummeled with
stones, escaping attempted kidnappings and all types of verbal
abuses®.

However, there were few settlers actually charged for these
assaults with the impunity from law enjoyed by West Bank set-
tlers rapidly becoming the status quo within the Jerusalem
boundaries. Over 85% of attacks on Palestinians by settlers go
unresolved due to failure of the Israeli police to investigate. Yet
in 2014, Israeli police arrested 2,250 Palestinians in East Jeru-
salem, 700 of whom were minors for reasons as mundane as
stone throwing or simply being in the wrong location. Israel
has arrested children as young as seven and issued warrants
for children as young as two. Sadly, 55% of East Jerusalem chil-
dren arrested by Israeli police are physically abused during the
arrest and/or detainment, and once finally released, endure
the hardships of the psychological effects that come from such
treatment with no offer or rehabilitation or counseling from
state provided services.

Thus, Palestinians are forced to face daily abuse for living
where their ancestors have lived for generations and sadly,
they must do so with no hope of justice for the perpetrators
of the abuses.

19) “In Numbers: The Israeli Violations in Jerusalem between 2013 and 2014.”
Silwanic.net. 2 Feb. 2015. Web. 14 Oct. 2015.
20) Ibid.
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Economics 2
of East Jerusalem

Not only do East Jerusalem Palestinians have to live with
inferior infrastructure and human rights abuses on a daily
basis, they must always find a way to survive in what has
become a suffocated economy. Under international law, Israel,
as an occupying power, has a duty to ensure that the Palestinian
citizens of East Jerusalem are not unfairly disadvantaged by the
occupation. However, Israel’s discriminatory policies have been
deliberately designed to ensure the eventual demise of the East
Jerusalem economy.

Prior to Israel’s building of the wall, Palestinians from across the
West Bank would come to shop in Jerusalem. Now, however
due to the permit system, Israel prevents most West Bank
Palestinians from entering Jerusalem. It is estimated that the
Israeli wall has cost the East Jerusalem economy $1 billion, or
$200 million each year since its construction?:. With most of
East Jerusalem’s previous businesses being redirected to areas

21) The Palestinian Economy in East Jerusalem: Enduring Annexation, Isolation
and Disintegration and. Rep. United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, 2013. Web. 15 July 2015.



that are now on the West Bank side of the wall??, demonstrated
by these areas outside of the wall having seen a 50% increase in
their number of customers?.

The affect of this significant drop in customers has obviously
affected the business climate in East Jerusalem. Thus, due to
the exclusionary effect of the wall over 5,000 East Jerusalem
businesses have been forced to shut down?. Which, in turn, has
severely affected the job market in East Jerusalem.

The isolating and suffocating effects of the wall have caused
detrimentally high unemployment with 70% of Jerusalemites
aged 15-24 unemployed and only 44.4% of Jerusalemites age
45-55 employed. Of the East Jerusalem Palestinians who are
lucky enough to have a job, 80.1% are forced to work as wage
employees, most likely in one of the two biggest industries in
East Jerusalem; service, 25% of the job market, or education,
19% of the job market®. This is regardless of their education
and or skill set.

Further, devastating the already economically disadvantaged
Palestinians of East Jerusalem, Israel has placed bans on cheap-
er goods being imported from the West Bank to East Jerusalem,
instead forcing East Jerusalemites to buy more expensive Israeli
goods. These bans on cheaper goods have been found to cost
the East Jerusalem economy $48 million?. The combined suffo-
cating effects of the wall have resulted in 75.4% of Palestinians
living below the poverty line as compared to 21.8% of Israelis?’.

22) Alyan, Nisreen, Ronit Sela, and Michal Pomerantz. Policies of Neglect in East
Jerusalem: Polices That Created 78% Poverty Rates and a Frail Job Market. Rep.
The Association for Civil Rights in Israel, May 2012. Web. 15 July 2015.

23) Alyan, Nisreen, Ronit Sela, and Michal Pomerantz. Policies of Neglect in East
Jerusalem: Polices That Created 78% Poverty Rates and a Frail Job Market. Rep.
The Association for Civil Rights in Israel, May 2012. Web. 15 July 2015.

24) Alyan, Nisreen, Ronit Sela, and Michal Pomerantz. Policies of Neglect in East
Jerusalem: Polices That Created 78% Poverty Rates and a Frail Job Market. Rep.
The Association for Civil Rights in Israel, May 2012. Web. 15 July 2015.

25) The 2015 Annual Jerusalem Statistics Book. Rep. Vol. 17. Ramallah: Palestin-
ian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2015. Print.

26) The Palestinian Economy in East Jerusalem: Enduring Annexation, Isolation
and Disintegration and. Rep. United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, 2013. Web. 15 July 2015.

27) “East Jerusalem 2015: Facts and Figures.” (2015). The Association for Civil
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Jerusalemites
outside of the wall

ot all Palestinian East Jerusalemites live inside of the wall.

Currently, there are 80,000 Palestinian Jerusalemites living
in seven communities, which are technically in the jurisdiction
of the Jerusalem municipality but have been cut off from the
city by the apartheid wall?®. These Palestinians hold permanent
residency just like Jerusalemites inside the wall. The difference
is that they must cross checkpoints in order to access Jerusalem.
When the path of the wall was first announced the Israeli
government guaranteed that the level of municipality services
to the seven communities outside of the wall would not be
affected. However, since the construction of the wall, these
seven communities have been cut off from all of the services
provided by the municipality.

The Israeli police refuse to patrol or enforce any form of law
outside of the wall. However, because the seven communities
are technically within Jerusalem, the Israelis won’t let the
Palestinian Authority police patrol there either. Similarly,
there are no fire fighters, job centers, or post offices. For all
80,000 people there are only three usable schools. The lack of
schools forces 2000 plus students and 250 teachers to cross
the wall each day in order to attend, or teach, school. Other
infrastructure that should be provided by the municipality such
as water pipes, sewage pipes, roads, public transportation,
streetlights etc. are all absent outside of the wall, despite the
community members paying taxes to the municipality. When
these communities need services such as a road paved or a fire
department, they must pull together and fundraise amongst
themselves.

Rights in Israel. 12 May 2015. Web. 20 Oct. 2015.
28) “East Jerusalem 2015: Facts and Figures.” (2015): The Association for Civil
Rights in Israel. 12 May 2015. Web. 20 Oct. 2015.



Of the 80,000 Palestinians living outside of the wall, only 300
homes are officially connected to the water network. This is
mainly due to the water company’s refusal to send workers
to install new water meters. The lack of water connections
contribute to the bigger problem of Palestinians outside of
the wall consuming 16.5 cubic meters less per capita/per year
than the World Health Organization’s recommended amount®.
The lack of water connections also means that many of these
homes are reliant on septic tanks for sewage. Septic tanks have
a tendency to overflow and thus, frequently create cesspools
within these communities.

The Jerusalemites outside of the wall are consistently blighted
by their location. Daily life is extremely difficult, yet, they cannot
move to the West Bank, where life is easier, without the risk of
losing their blue ID. Thus, Jerusalemites outside of the wall have
two viable options, remain in their neighborhoods and make
the best of their circumstances, or move to a neighborhood in
East Jerusalem that is already extremely crowded and offers
limited respite from their situations.

29) Ibid.
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The Old City

hile Palestinians living in the Old City do not have the same

struggles as those living outside of the wall, life in the Old
City does come with its own struggles. There are four quarters
in the old city; the Muslim quarter, Jewish quarter, Armenian
quarter, and Christian quarter. Previously there was a fifth
quarter known as the Maghreb quarter, which was destroyed
by the Israelis to make room for the Western Wall plaza.

One of the main and ongoing tensions present in the Old City
stems from Israel’s constant efforts to expand the Jewish quarter
having begun in 1967. Currently, Israel is in the fourth stage of
expansion, which is characterized by groups of rich Israelis and
Jews abroad helping Israeli settlers buy houses outside of the
Jewish quarter, as well as, the use of military intimidation of
people who refuse to sell, thus displacing Palestinian citizens.
Similarly, to the rest of East Jerusalem, the increase in number
of settlers in the Old City has led to an increase in violence
against Palestinians.

The above ground demographics are not the only thing the
Israelis are trying to change. Since 1967, the Israeli government
has funded explorations under the ground of the Old City,
specifically around the Western Wall and under the Muslim
Quarter. Over 1.5 million tourists visit the tunnels that resulted
from these explorations each year. The tours given to these
tourists are very carefully crafted to show what is called the
“Jewish history” of the Old City and justify the Jewish claims
on Al-Haram al-Sharif. Furthermore, at times some facts are
outright incorrect.

Access to Al Agsa, the third holiest site in Islam, has also created
a growing tension between Israelis and Palestinians in the Old
City, and Jerusalem more broadly. In recent years, the number of
illegal invasions of Al Agsa by Israelis has increased significantly.



In fact, it has become commonplace for Israeli Politicians and
extremists to enter the compound, accompanied by armed
guards. These invasions generally end in some degree of clashes,
with several in 2015 ending in damage to the historical Al Agsa
building. In 2014, 12,892 Israelis entered Al Agsa illegally®°. In
a further limitation of Palestinians human right to freedom of
worship, Israel shut Al-Haram Al-Sharif down 41 times in 2014,
not including the Friday shutdowns?..

30) “In 2014: 12,892 Extremists Broke into Al-Agsa Mosque, Preventing
Muslims from Performing the Friday Prayer at Al-Agsa a Total of 17 Times; the
Martyrdom of 10 Martyrs; and the Arrest of 2,250 Jerusalemites.” Silwanic.
N.p., 8 Jan. 2015. Web. 03 July 2015.

31) Ibid.
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Underground excavations under the old city
and Al-Agsa mosque, Jerusalem



October 2015
Jprising and Beyond

etween October 2015-December 18, 2015, 128 Palestinians
have been killed, and thousands injured. During the same
period of time, 22 Israelis have been killed.

The explanations behind this increase in violence are varied. The
most common explanation is that the violence is in response to
illegal Israeli invasions of Al Agsa. With the rising number of
Israelis illegally entering Al Agsa, tensions have been mounting
for a while. When the tension finally broke and Palestinians
began protesting the Israelis’ illegal actions, the IOF was
quick to respond with disproportionate force. The IOF almost
immediately clamped down on Palestinians both in the Old City
and East Jerusalem, more broadly with increased arrests, flying
checkpoints, and random stops and frisks.

However, the increased level of violence that began in October
cannot be viewed under a microscope. Instead, it is important
to recognize that the tensions here have been growing since
the first day of the occupation. To list every incident that has
added tinder to the fire that is growing here would be impos-
sible. However, two of the most remembered events happened
during the summers of 2014 and 2015. First, in 2014 before the
Gaza assault began, a 13-year-old East Jerusalem boy, named
Mohammed Abu Khdeir, was burned alive. Second, during the
summer of 2015, a Palestinian family was burned alive by Israeli
settlersas they slept in their home. These events just added to
the many abuses suffered by Palestinians every day. Thus, to
ignore these events, as well as the rest of the occupation, when
analyzing the current uprising, would be naive.

Since the beginning of October, arrests all over the West
Bank have risen exponentially, with an average of 78 search
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and arrest raids each week, and a record breaking 84 arrests
happening in one night32. Worse, still according to Defense for
Children International, the IOF has arrested 350 children since
the beginning of October 2015 alone®:. Adding further pressure
to the situation, 514 people have been displaced, and 450
structures have been demolished in East Jerusalem alone®.

Stated simply, this situation is not tenable. Each year that the
occupation goes on, pressure builds, evidenced by the ever-
increasing number of violent outbursts.

After 67 years of occupation, the international community
should practice more pressure on Israel to end its apartheid
policies and occupation of the Palestinian land.

32) 84 Detained in East Jerusalem, West Bank Arrests Raids.” Maan News Agen-
cy. 22 Oct. 2015. Web. 03 Dec. 2015.

33) “Israel Targets Palestinian Children in East Jerusalem with Harsh Policies.”
Defense for Children Palestine. 28 Nov. 2015. Web. 14 Dec. 2015.

34) «Did You Know That.» The Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions.
Nov. 2015. Web. 20 Nov. 2015.



It is crucial to understand that

II the current deterioration of
the security situation and
escalation of violence is
taking place in the context ™
of Israel’s prolonged '
military occupation of
Palestinian territory,
chronic violations of \
Palestinian human rights,
the lack of a political
process, and the lack of . '
accountability for violations &
of international law. In
the West Bank, continued
settlement activity, settler
attacks, and the lack of
law enforcement by the
Israeli authorities further
underpin the deterioration.
In Gaza, unrest and
frustration must be seen
in the context of a tight
blockade imposed by Israel
since 2007, crippling the
economy and pushing a
large part of the population
into poverty and aid

dependency. ”

(HCT Joint Messages on the Escalation
of Violence in the oPt December 2015 )
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Between 2000 -2010 the Wall has Israeli bans on cheaper West Bank
forced 5,000 East Jerusalem busi- products have cost the Palestinian
I oIl

nesses to close down economy $48 million

l The wall has cost East Jerusalem’s economy '
$1 billion: $200 million each year
‘ (] (] (] (] (]
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75.4% of Palestinians live below the 70% of Palestinian Jerusalemites

poverty line as compared to the 21.8 % ages 15-24 are unemployed
of Israelis
8 & Only 1.5% of building
b‘i permits were approved
between 2010-2014

Because of the wall 80.1% of Pales-
tinians are forced to work as wage
| employees |
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Employment of Palestinian Jerusalemites 2014
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10 15.
n 16.
12 17.
Sunday 1 SN
8 3
9 14.
10 15.
" 16.
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9 14
10 15
1 16
12 17
Notes: MAY
SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 011 12]13
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Jerusalemites Outside The WALL
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30,000

Palestinian Jerusalemites, living in 7 communities, have
been cut off from the city by the Israeli wall

TererereRRTLRRIOROND

16.5 m3 less consumed per capita/per year
than WHOs minimum water consumption for
health and sanitation

NO hospitals, ambulances, police or
firefighters service Jeruselamites
outside the wall
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Notes: MAY
SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
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Where to Call
Home
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Loss of Permanent Resident Status
»

>ﬁ 14,416 %

Palestinians to live in Jerusalem
has been revoked
in the period between
1967 -2014

4,577
in 2008

Revoked Residency Numbers (1967-2014)
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DEMOLITIONS

is the number

one reason
for demolitions

In 2015 alone there have been 450 demolitions

2005 - 2009

of Israeli building of Palestinian building
permits were approved permits were approved

Between 2000 - 2014 Israel
demolished 1,342 buildings Fj.'ste?

81,638

By 2030 housing units
it is estimated that will be required
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In 2014

Israel closed Al- Haram Al-Sharif to Palestinians

41 times

Not including Fridays

Tourist go entered
through Israeli Al-Agsa
tunnels under Mosque

the Muslim illegaly

quarter each in 2014

year
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Saturday 24 Sl
8 13.
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10 15.
n 16.
12 17.

Sunday 25 SN
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9 14.
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12 17.
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9 14 )
10 15 )
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12 17.
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/\ 19.2%

35%

of East Jerusalem
is zoned for
sefttler expansion

of Palestinian land
in East Jerusalem
has been confiscated
by the the route
of the wall

of the wall has been built on West
Bank land instead of the Green Line I

2,239

h

planned settler units
in East Jerusalem

approved by Israeli

Governmentin 2014

3 00 9 000 settlers in East Jerusalem as of 2014 www
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8 13.
9 14.
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1 16.
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9 14.
10 5
1 6
12 17.

Monday 1 7 Uil
8 13.
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5 5 O/ of East Jerusalem in2014

0 v o children arrested

by Israeli police are physically

abused during the arrest and
/ or detainment

ARRESTS
Israeli arrests of East J:;l:ssalem Children Jan-Jun ATT AC KS

10%
Summoned
for
questioning

80 assualts by settlers
on Palestinians

106 attacks on Pales-
tinian land by settlers

Interogated
without
parent

Arrested
between
12am-6am

over 85% of
reported attacks on
Palestinians by
settlers go unre-
solved due to police
failure to investigate

86%
Sign confes-
sion Hebrew
document

Not informed
of right to
silence

SERVICES & @

only 8.79% of the Jerusalem municipality budget was
spent on East Jerusalem despite the fact that its residents
pay the same taxes as West Jerusalem residents

Shackled
during
interrogation

only 64% of Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem are
connected to the municipality water network

iy [ R

(]
.9" rz. 25,000ILS |§ 12,000 ILS
M M spent per spent per 0 g
1.000 West Jerusalem | East Jerusalem 13% of Palestinian
’ Student Student students dropout
more classcoorms compared to

are needed to house

0
e EDUCATION 050,

Palestinian students
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Saturday 26 Sl
8 13.
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12 17.

Sunday 27 SN
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1 6
12 17.
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Cave of the Candlles.( Nadaf Cave
West Jerusalem and south of
Sarar Valley o -
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1. 5o UNCTAD, The Palestinion Economy in East Jerusalem®, 2013
2 Covering both East and Weat Jerusalem and including Palestinian perpetrators
3. Sources; The Palestinian Prisonevs’ Club as well as Israeli and Palestinian media reports
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JANUARY

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Sunday 1 SN
8 13
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12 17
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Designed by: Ashraf Zoreqy / 0599821716

MAAN Development Center

Ramallah Office

Al-Nahdah Building / Al-Nahdah St.
Al-Masyoun, Ramallah - 5th Floor
P.O. Box 51352 or 51793 Jerusalem
Phone: +972 2 298-6796 / 298-6698
Fax: +972 2 295-0755

E-mail: maan@maan-ctr.org

Gaza Office

Gaza City Heidar Abdel Shafi roundabout
Moataz (2) building

Next to Central Blood Bank Society

P.O. Box 5165 Gaza City

Phone: +972 8 282-3712

Fax: +972 8 282-3712

E-mail: maang@maan-ctr.org

http://www.maan-ctr.org

This agenda was funded by:

THE REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE OF NORWAY,
TO THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
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