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95: percentage of the Jordan Valley classified as Area C, greatly limiting Palestinian •	
access1

42: percentage of households in the Jordan Valley that depend on agriculture or ani-•	
mal husbandry as their main source of income2

37: percentage of Jordan Valley Palestinians who stated that water was available•	 3

31: percentage of Jordan Valley Palestinians have been temporarily or permanently •	
displaced since September 2000 due to house demolitions, military orders, and other 
restrictions4

0: amount of water Palestinians have access to from the Jordan River•	 5

27: percentage of Bedouin who live without infrastructure and services•	 6

North of Jericho in the Jordan Valley, there are thousands of Palestinians who make 
their livelihoods from animal husbandry, typically herding sheep, goats, cows, and 
camels. These groups of herders have been constant targets of Israeli oppression 
since the beginning of the occupation in 1967, but there has been a noticeable in-
crease in pressure over the past decade.7 The constant restrictions on access to land 
represent the greatest challenge to herders in the Jordan Valley. Israeli restrictions 
throughout the Jordan Valley, which have resulted in reduced access to water and 
natural grazing areas, have greatly diminished the ability of herders to continue 
with their traditional lifestyles. 
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Access to Water

Herding communities of the Jordan Valley, 
whether sedentary or nomadic, are typically 
not connected to water networks due to Israel’s 
strict limitations on water access. This situation 
forces herders to buy expensive water tankers 
from the Israeli water company Mekerot. These 
water tanks typically hold three to four cubic me-
ters and can cost between 20-38 NIS per cubic 
meter, with the price varying on the location of 
the community.8 The availability of a tractor to 
transport the tanks is also crucial;9 transporta-
tion of tanks increase the price of water to be-
tween 5 and 15 times the price of piped water.10 
For example, just over 1,000 Palestinian Bedouin 
live in the community of Ras al-Auja, north of 
Jericho. They must bring in between 25-30 tanks 
per day which hold three cubic meters each. Ani-
mals consume approximately 15 to 18 of these 
tanks per day, which leaves 30,000 to 36,000 li-
ters for personal usage such as cleaning, bathing, 
and drinking. This amounts to approximately 30-
36 liters per person per day, which is 30% of the 
daily recommended level by the World Health 
Organization.11

Access to Grazing Areas in the Jordan 
Valley

In addition to lacking enough water resources, 
the herding communities must also deal with 
significant restrictions on their movements and 
access to grazing lands. Due to the designation 
of 95% of the Jordan Valley as Area C, Palestin-
ian access to this area is extremely limited. Shep-
herds are unable to legally herd their animals in 
these areas. While Palestinians are denied ac-
cess to around 85% of rangeland in the West 
Bank, 100% of grazing areas in the Jordan Val-
ley are classified as Area C and are off-limits.12 
If the herders do enter these areas, they risk ar-
rest, fines, beatings, or harassment from soldiers 
and settlers.13 Most of these areas are not de-
marcated and on many occasions herders do not 
intentionally enter the prohibited areas. Lastly, 
in many cases Israeli army officers rely solely on 
word of mouth when informing communities 
about restricted areas, expecting an elder of the 
community to alert all the other herders.14

Consequences

Without the right to access the natural food 
sources available in prohibited grazing areas, 
Palestinian herders and shepherds must buy 
large amounts of fodder to feed animals. Unfor-
tunately, in addition to not being as nutritious 
as natural food, fodder is extremely expensive. 
Fodder prices in the last few years have consis-
tently reached around 2,000 NIS for one ton.15 
High prices of fodder can greatly exacerbate 
debt or simply be prohibitively expensive; in 
some cases, herders are forced to sell all of their 
animals and abandon the profession of animal 
husbandry for a more profitable living. 
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